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Dear Isaac Harvey Fund Supporters,

We are elated to share that travel has resumed! This academic year was bustling with traveling opportunities for 
Wilmington College students. Although travelers stayed closer to home (no international travel occurred), these 
experiences were as impactful as ever before.  We were delighted to support travel to Washington D.C., Detroit, 
California, and more. These trips had a focus on service to others, advocacy and social justice, environmental 
stewardship, and peace. Travelers witnessed cultures different from their own, learned how to advocate in a Quaker 
manner, lobbied elected officials, and practiced peaceful problem-solving. 

Your generosity continues to open the world to students, faculty, and staff wanting to explore the Quaker values through 
service and education. Thank you for investing in their hands-on learning experiences, for these students are taking what 
they learn and are changing the world for the better - one step at a time. We are hopeful for the future, knowing it rests 
in the hands of these young leaders.

Please enjoy reading reflections from their travel. The students were eager to share their experiences and gratitude with 
you. Feel free to share any comments with IHF Committee Clerk, Michael Snarr at michael_snarr@wilmington.edu.

In gratitude,

The Isaac Harvey Fund Committee

May 2022

Recipient Stories

Hello! My name is Kiana Chumley, and I am currently a sophomore at 
Wilmington College studying political science with minors in biology and 
criminal justice with the hopes of attending law school. This year, I had 
the opportunity to attend Spring Lobby Weekend—an event put on by the 
Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL). This trip was made 
possible for me and many other Wilmington College students through 
funds received from the Isaac Harvey Fund. This year, the topic I, along 
with over 400 other young adults from the United States, lobbied on was 
a pathway to citizenship. With half of my family being Asian-American, 
this topic was near and dear to my heart. I was able to see firsthand how 
lobbyists work and make a difference for those who are unable to advocate 
for themselves.

Personally, some highlights of the trip included understanding how to work 
with those who have different backgrounds, beliefs, and perspectives than 
myself to achieve a common goal, as well as hearing from experts who 
have spent years working for migration justice. I learned that there are many avenues for making change—not just lobbying. 
Spring Lobby Weekend instilled in me the importance of being involved in our government, including running for office, 
registering to vote, and pursuing careers in nonprofits or working for Congress. On the final day of the trip, I was able to lobby 
my Congressional Representatives on the issue we had spent all weekend learning about—creating a pathway to citizenship. 
I was able to use the skills I had been taught to affect actual change and to say that experience was life-changing would be 
an understatement. Prior to Spring Lobby Weekend, I did not see how the voice of a girl from a small town in Ohio could ever 
make a difference. There was something truly special about walking up Capitol Hill to let the people who represent us know 
that everyone deserves equal economic, political, and social rights and opportunities. 

Kiana Chumley ‘24



To be quite honest, I had never traveled to a big city such as Washington, D.C. prior to Spring Lobby Weekend. In fact, I had 
never even flown anywhere in my entire life. Without the support of the Isaac Harvey Fund, I would never have been able to 
gain such a transformative experience as the one I had during Spring Lobby Weekend. The trip completely changed my outlook 
on how our individual voices do make a difference in advocacy and inspired me to apply for a position on FCNL’s Advocacy 
Corps Team, where I would be lobbying for Congress to formally investigate the historic trauma of the boarding school era on 
Native Americans and develop recommendations for the government to take further action on this for the first time. Without 
this past trip to Washington, D.C., I would never have had the confidence or drive to participate in this kind of work. I am so 
grateful that the Isaac Harvey Fund made my trip to Washington, D.C. possible. Without it, I would never have been able to 
develop the important skills that only hands-on experience can provide. The experience I had during my time at Spring Lobby 
Weekend has certainly made a difference in not only my college career but my development as a young adult. I cannot thank 
Isaac Harvey Fund donors enough for their contributions, and for making this entire trip possible for me.

Detroit, Michigan is considered one of the most impoverished places in the 
country. After being there, I would, unfortunately, have to agree. What 
struck me the most was the number of children I saw in shelters and soup 
kitchens, children our country should be protecting. Living in Wilmington, 
I always thought that wasn’t possible. I volunteered frequently at Hope 
House over my college career, and I learned that many homeless women 
have their children taken by Child Protective Services. Furthermore, my dad 
works in the Courts as the Community Service Coordinator for the Juvenile 
Courts of Clinton County. Most of the time, when a woman is arrested, 
they ask if she has children; if they don’t have any guardian beyond her, 
it is up to the court to find them one. If a child my dad has for community 
service is suspected of having unsafe living conditions, those conditions are 
inspected, and CPS can place the child under their care. These experiences 
are why I found it so shocking in Detroit to see homeless children. I felt 
humbled by the experience I had, by the fellowship I found, and by the 
people I helped. Beyond the encouragement to continue advocacy against 
homelessness, I also met a fascinating cook. Our group made lunch for those being served at the shelter, and this woman was 
incredible. She would always ask, “can I count on you?” when giving anyone a task, and I started applying that saying in my own 
life. Can I count on myself to do the right thing? Can I count on others, and if not, how can I build a trusting relationship with 
them? I feel so blessed to have gone on this “Chip Trip,” and I hope future WC students feel the same.

Chloe Mason ‘22

Aubrey Schwartz ‘24 

Hello! I’m Aubrey Schwartz and I’m a second-year student studying Agricultural Education 
here at Wilmington College. This year I am also serving as Ohio FFA State Secretary and 
have many opportunities to travel across the state of Ohio, to Indiana, Iowa, Minnesota, 
and even California! Even though my original trip to California was supposed to be to Costa 
Rica, the Isaac Harvey Fund assisted me in enhancing my knowledge in agriculture as well as 
relationship building.

The International Leadership Seminar for State Officers, better known as ILSSO, is where 
State FFA Officers from across the country come together to indulge in different agricultural 
practices than we’re accustomed to while meeting peers with a passion for agriculture. 
This trip transformed my perspective completely on organic agriculture. I was never super 
knowledgeable of the physical practices of organic agriculture because it’s not common 
in Ohio, but I am so thankful I had the opportunity to learn about it during my two-week 
duration in California.

Whether it was learning about sustainability, creating friendships with those from across 
the states, or enriching my own leadership abilities, I am forever grateful for this trip I was able to go on. A few of my favorite 
memories from the trip were talking to the producers who truly believed they were doing what was best for the consumers and 
the land. I think it’s something I can personally lose sight of in the big picture, but our producers are so focused on providing 
the best for everyone involved so it was refreshing to remember that part of agriculture.



With the help of the Isaac Harvey Fund, I was able to branch out of my comfort zone and 
experience what the Quaker values mean. Being raised in a lower-middle-class family, 
trips to better yourself and your understanding of the world would have never come to 
my mind as a possibility. I am so grateful for the Isaac Harvey fund for allowing me the 
chance to follow the Model Arab League to Washington D.C. to work toward finding 
diplomatic and peaceful solutions to pressing regional issues with the Arab States in 
the Arab League in areas including joint defense and economic, political, social, and 
environmental affairs.

While in D.C. I was able to have the pleasure of experiencing diplomatic procedures 
firsthand! I had a voice in resolutions that were being created and voted on in the specific 
area of poverty and unemployment in the United Arab Emirates. I was able to increase 
my understanding of issues that countries have that I may not have had quite a grasp 
on previously. While in the council that I represented, I was able to collaborate with 
students from other colleges from different states who were representing countries 
with opposing views. This helped me gain a better understanding of how to work with 
people who may not agree with you and how to come to agreements with others to make 
all sides happy. During this National conference, a total of 87 resolutions were passed 
making it the most in the organization’s history. I also was able to learn that wordings 
and ideas from the Model Arab League have in the past been used in the Arab League to 
help provide ideas and wordings for the very real issues they face.

With the help of the Isaac Harvey Fund, I was able to truly better myself. I view issues 
in a different light by considering everyone’s needs a bit more. I learned to respect 
someone’s culture more instead of trying to make people change. I have also gained 
a deeper understanding of the countries that are represented in the Arab League, 
especially the United Arab Emirates. This program that I attended has made me feel more 
passionately about helping people through peaceful means that also involve the social 
justice aspect.

Once again thank you to the Isaac Harvey Fund and its supporters. Without this fund, I 
wouldn’t have been able to experience such an amazing program and be able to be a part 
of an important event! I am forever grateful for the opportunity that I now hold so close to me!

Lily Austin ‘24
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Garrett Simmons ‘25

My name is Garrett Simmons and I was able to attend FCNL’s Spring 
Lobby Weekend because of the Isaac Harvey Fund. While in D.C. 
I got to see all our nation’s incredible landmarks. I was also lucky 
enough to meet face to face with my Congressional Representative, 
Mike Carey. Being able to lobby really made me feel like I am able to 
make a difference in our society. Being able to meet new people and 
share ideas was a very eye-opening experience. The world is a big 
place, and I can’t wait to travel more. Thank you!


