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When my husband George passed by Wilmington College in 
the early 1960s on weekly trips from Centerville, Ohio, to 
Portsmouth to visit grandparents, he said to himself, “I’d like to 
go to school here someday.”  In 1964 he and his family moved to 
Leesburg, just 20 minutes from the College. He graduated from 
Fairfield High School in 1968 and found himself enrolled at WC, 
wearing the freshman beanie, and learning how to be a college 
student.

During George’s freshman year at WC, he began his major in industrial arts and supervision under the 
expert education of faculty members Dr. Menzo Stark and Dr. Ralph McKee. George helped construct 
the stage for the 5th Dimension concert in the spring of 1969.  He worked weeknights at Kroger’s as a 
stock clerk. On weekends, he drove his Honda 160 motorcycle to visit me, his high school sweetheart, 
at Ohio State University.

In the fall of 1969, we were married and after a brief couple of quarters at Bowling Green State 
University, we moved back to Leesburg and began our lives as Wilmington College commuter students 
for the remainder of our undergrad years. In the spring of 1970, I was an elementary education major 
sitting under other expert WC faculty members, such as Dr. George Winsor and Dr. Lucille LaGanke.  
George continued working at Kroger’s, and I worked at Clinton County AFB.  

Our daily campus life consisted of spending hours in the library 
looking for sources to cite for the requisite research papers. We 
checked our mail at Pyle Center in the same bank of mailboxes 
that are still in use.  We often met each other at Pyle in between 
classes to sit and talk, as evidenced by this photo in the famed 1970 
yearbook.  We remember classes being cancelled when the Kent 
State shootings occurred.  And we walked the quad with fellow 
students from faraway places like Massachusetts and New York, our 
first exposure to life outside of Ohio.  George tasted his first New 
York bagel when a classmate returned to campus with a bagful after 
a trip home during spring break!



RETURN TO SITE

As each of our experiences plays a part in who we become, I 
am sure that this first glimpse of other worlds that we saw at 
WC helped to prepare us for our future years travelling the 
world once George became a career officer in the USAF just 
eight years after hearing commencement speaker Howard 
Cosell in Herman Court in 1972.

We returned to the Wilmington area in 2002 on a 
humanitarian assignment to Wright-Patterson AFB when 
George’s father was terminally ill. We thought we would 
resume our travels later. However, we settled in here and 
have come to appreciate small town life with a big world 
perspective, a good description of campus life at Wilmington 
College.

We still walk the quad several times a week, this time 
with students young enough to be our grandchildren, those students with a zeal for life and a desire 
to change the world for the better, much like we were in 1972, learning from some of the best at 
Wilmington College.

https://www.wilmington.edu/alumni/150th-anniversary/150-stories/

