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The First World War began in Europe in July 1914. 
The US declared war on Germany April 6, 1917, 
and when Congress passed the Selective Service 
Act on May 18, 1917, millions of young American 
men were drafted. 

The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), 
a Quaker peace and justice organization, was 
founded in 1917 to give young conscientious 
objectors ways to serve without carrying weapons 
and taking lives. They drove ambulances, 
ministered to the wounded and stayed on in Europe 
after the Nov. 11, 1918, armistice to help rebuild 
war-ravaged communities.

Twelve Wilmington College students or recent 
graduates, mostly Quakers, chose to become 
conscientious objectors. All but one worked in 
France and all but two served with the AFSC. This 
story is about one of these young Wilmington 
College students and alumni.

Truman D. Arnold was raised on a farm near 
Sabina and graduated from Wilmington College 
with the class of 1920. Before graduating, he 
volunteered to do relief work in France with the 
AFSC. Since the demand for these volunteers 
was even greater after the war was over, his 
service in France extended from May of 1919 until 
November of 1919, a total of six months. While 
volunteering with the AFSC in France, Truman 
worked in agriculture, which he found quite 
primitive compared to his experience the U.S. 

While at WC, he was a member of the YMCA 
Cabinet and member of the basketball team for 
four years, the football squad for two years and 
served one year as the track manager. He was 
a Methodist, but while at WC he attended the 
Friends Meeting in Wilmington and later married 
his wife in the Friends Church in Sabina. 

In addition to graduating from WC, he earned a 
degree in education from Miami University and a 
degree from Ohio State University in agriculture. 
After returning from France, he taught at Mt. 
Pleasant School north of Wilmington and later 
served as the principal at Adams Township School. 

He continued farming during these years in 
addition to working with various agricultural 
organizations locally and in Florida. Truman D. 
Arnold passed away in 1978 and is buried in 
Sabina, OH.
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