
The First World War began in Europe in July 1914. The 
US declared war on Germany April 6, 1917, and when 
Congress passed the Selective Service Act on May 18, 
1917, millions of young American men were drafted. 

The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), a 
Quaker peace and justice organization, was founded in 
1917 to give young conscientious objectors ways to 
serve without carrying weapons and taking lives. They 
drove ambulances, ministered to the wounded and 
stayed on in Europe after the Nov. 11, 1918, armistice 
to help rebuild war-ravaged communities.

Twelve Wilmington College students or recent 
graduates, mostly Quakers, chose to become 
conscientious objectors. All but one worked in France 
and all but two served with the AFSC. This story is 
about one of these young Wilmington College students 
and alumni.

Richard A. Larkin (1897-1980) was born in Greenfield 
in Highland County, Ohio. At Wilmington College, he 
was an athlete and a student leader. While a student 
at WC in April of 1918, he became “a duly appointed 
member of the AFSC Relief and Reconstruction Unit to 
engage in reconstruction work in France . . .” 

After nine months working in France, he was released 
and given the opportunity to work with the American 
Red Cross Balkan Commission. He spent January of 
1919 through July of that year on a ship along the 
shores of the Mediterranean to the entrance of the 
Danube River and then up the Danube stopping along 
the way to feed and clothe those in need, mostly Roma 
(Gypsies). 

Upon returning to the U.S., he continued his studies 
and graduated from Wilmington College in 1920. He 
was on the track team and won the Denver Track Cup, 
and he was a captain and assistant manager of the 
football team. Finally, he worked on the Wilmingtonian 
staff and the YMCA Cabinet, as well as being a member 
of the Glee Club and Science Club. He was also on the 
Student Council, editor-in-chief of the Annual and 
vice-president of his class.

Like so many of these volunteers in France, he returned 
to the U.S. to teach, first at Germantown and later he 
taught and coached at Greenfield. “In 1930, he moved 
to teach and coach in Upper Arlington . . . for 35 years. 
He was inducted into the High School Track Coaches 
Hall of Fame and the High School Football Coaches 
Hall of Fame.”

He was raised in the Hopewell Monthly Meeting which 
was known as the Chesterfield Monthly Meeting after 
1961. He died in 1980 and is buried in the Leesburg 
Pleasant Hill Cemetery.

Richard A. Larkin, Class of 1920, is a member of Ohio High School Football 
and Track Coaches halls of fame
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