
The First World War began 
in Europe in July 1914. The 
US declared war on Germany 
April 6, 1917, and when 
Congress passed the Selective 
Service Act on May 18, 1917, 
millions of young American 
men were drafted. 

The American Friends 
Service Committee (AFSC), 
a Quaker peace and justice 
organization, was founded in 1917 to give young 
conscientious objectors ways to serve without 
carrying weapons and taking lives. They drove 
ambulances, ministered to the wounded and stayed 
on in Europe after the Nov. 11, 1918, armistice to 
help rebuild war-ravaged communities.

Twelve Wilmington College students or recent 
graduates, mostly Quakers, chose to become 
conscientious objectors. All but one worked in 
France and all but two served with the AFSC. This 
story is about one of these young Wilmington 
College students and alumni.

Maynard J. McKay (1896-1978) was born in 
Liberty Township of Clinton County Ohio and 
graduated from Wilmington College in 1916. 
He was always a serious farmer and active in 
agricultural organizations. He also taught at Mt. 
Pleasant and Adams Township schools. 

His service with the AFSC Relief and 
Reconstruction Unit in France lasted from early 
1918 to late 1919, a full 17 months. 

In France, he was assigned to building 
demountable houses (prefabs to us) that were 
used to house civilian victims of the war. While 
in France, he took hundreds of photos, many 
of which describe their locations, dates and 
personnel. His letters home are also recorded and 
all of these materials are archived at Wilmington 
College. His response to serving in France during 
the war was, “I feel that I am doing much more 
good for humanity in this work than fighting the 
Kaiser. If I did not think that, I would enlist in the 
Army today.”

He was an active life-long member of the 
Wilmington Friends Meeting and is buried in the 
Miami Cemetery.

Maynard McKay, Class of 1916, built prefabricated houses for war victims in 
post-WWI France
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