
The First World War began in Europe in July 1914. The US declared war on Germany April 6, 1917, 
and when Congress passed the Selective Service Act on May 18, 1917, millions of young American men 
were drafted. 

The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), a Quaker peace and justice organization, was founded 
in 1917 to give young conscientious objectors ways to serve without carrying weapons and taking lives. 
They drove ambulances, ministered to the wounded and stayed on in Europe after the Nov. 11, 1918, 
armistice to help rebuild war-ravaged communities.

Twelve Wilmington College students or recent graduates, mostly Quakers, chose to become 
conscientious objectors. All but one worked in France and all but two served with the AFSC. This story is 
about one of these young Wilmington College students and alumni.

Mark E.C. McMillan (1896-1979) was born in Chester Township of Clinton 
County Ohio and graduated from Wilmington College in 1918. He earned an 
M.A. from Ohio State in 1927. At college he played on the varsity football,
basketball and baseball teams, was active in the YMCA and was a founding
member of Sigma Zeta social fraternity.

After graduation from the College, he taught at Wilmington High School and 
Mt. Pleasant School north of Wilmington. He later taught at other schools and 
for several years taught science at Middletown High School.

He was teaching at Mt. Pleasant School and was released by his local draft 
board to join the AFSC Reconstruction Unit in France.  He had learned of the 
AFSC and volunteered after the war when the need for volunteers to assist 
the civilians returning to their villages was greatest. Like so many of these 
volunteers, he spent his time building demountable (or prefabricated) houses. 
He traveled to France with Truman Arnold, Loren Hadley and Herbert McVey.

He was with the AFSC in France from May of 1919 until March of 1920 – 
10 months. Since the French did not release the German prisoners for some 
time after the Armistice, the AFSC received permission to utilize them. Mark 
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worked with a group of German POWs and became quite friendly with them and they corresponded for 
many years after returning to the U.S. He referred to this time in France as “one of the richest and most 
rewarding experiences of my life.”
 
 During WWII, they moved to the Southwest and took teaching positions at Rivers, Ariz., which turned 
out to be a Japanese Relocation Camp - the 15,000-acre Gila River Relocation Camp leased from the 
Pima Indian Agency. He and his wife stayed there for seven months. 

After this, he worked 16 years with the Soil Conservation Service and, after retirement, he served as 
the attendance officer in the Dexter, New Mexico, school system. They returned to Waynesville in 
1974. He died in 1979 and is buried in the Miami Cemetery. 
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