
The First World War began in 
Europe in July 1914. The US 
declared war on Germany April 
6, 1917, and when Congress 
passed the Selective Service 
Act on May 18, 1917, millions 
of young American men were 
drafted. 

The American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC), a Quaker 
peace and justice organization, was founded in 
1917 to give young conscientious objectors ways 
to serve without carrying weapons and taking lives. 
They drove ambulances, ministered to the wounded 
and stayed on in Europe after the Nov. 11, 1918, 
armistice to help rebuild war-ravaged communities.

Twelve Wilmington College students or recent 
graduates, mostly Quakers, chose to become 
conscientious objectors. All but one worked in 
France and all but two served with the AFSC. This 
story is about one of these young Wilmington 
College students and alumni.

Luther E. Warren (1891-1997) graduated from 
Wilmington College and essentially spent his life 
in education. He graduated in 1917 (class photo 
above, Luther in center) and soon joined the Relief 
and Reconstruction Unit of the AFSC, serving a 
full 20 months from November 1917 through 
July 1919. His work while in France was building 
demountable houses (prefabs) to house French 

civilians affected by the war. 

While in France he was appointed by France’s 
Allowed Monthly Meeting of Friends as a delegate 
to the London Yearly Meeting of Friends held in 
London in May 1919.

He spent an additional year earning another 
college degree at Haverford College in 
Pennsylvania. His teaching and administrative 
work was varied and wide-ranging. On two 
occasions, he was either turned down for a 
teaching position or lost a position because he had 
served as a conscientious objector. 

Luther served as principal of the Friendsville 
Academy in Tennessee for four years starting in 
1924. He attended several graduate schools and 
received a Ph.D. from Western Reserve in 1934, 
the same year he was recorded as a minister in the 
Wilmington Yearly Meeting. He taught at all levels 
of schooling and completed his academic career by 
returning to Wilmington College until he was 81.

He was engaged in all of 
the pursuits he undertook. 
He was always active 
as a peacemaker and an 
environmentalist. He led 
peace protests on campus 
and monthly vigils at the 
corner of College and 
Main streets, as well as at 

Luther Warren, Class of 1917: peacemaker, educator, minister, centenarian 
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Wright Patterson Air Force Base. The bicycle path that follows the abandoned railway is named after 
him. 

In one of his letters written home from France during his time with the AFSC he stated, “I was in 
Europe two years doing relief work for the American Friends Service Committee, which was the 
greatest privilege of my life.”

Luther was a life-long Quaker. He died in 1997 at age 106 and is buried in Wilmington Ohio.
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