
The First World War began 
in Europe in July 1914. 
The US declared war on 
Germany April 6, 1917, and 
when Congress passed the 
Selective Service Act on 
May 18, 1917, millions of 
young American men were 
drafted. 

The American Friends 
Service Committee (AFSC), 
a Quaker peace and justice 
organization, was founded 
in 1917 to give young conscientious objectors 
ways to serve without carrying weapons and taking 
lives. They drove ambulances, ministered to the 
wounded and stayed on in Europe after the Nov. 
11, 1918, armistice to help rebuild war-ravaged 
communities.

Twelve Wilmington College students or recent 
graduates, mostly Quakers, chose to become 
conscientious objectors. All but one worked in 
France and all but two served with the AFSC. This 
story is about one of these young Wilmington 
College students and alumni.

Loren S. Hadley of Wilmington was inducted into 
the Marine Corps in October 1918 and discharged 
in January 1919. By May 1919, he was in France 
with the American Friends Service Committee 
Reconstruction Unit, where he served until 
October 1919, for five months.

He returned from France and resumed his studies 
at Wilmington College, graduating in the class 
of 1921. He played on the varsity baseball and 
football teams and was president of the Athletic 
Council. As a Quaker and a religious person, he 
was a member of a Gospel Team and served on the 
YMCA Cabinet.

His first position was teaching at Kingman School 
in Clinton County. He continued his education, and 
taught at Wilmington College, serving as the head 
of the Psychology Department. He also served as 
pastor at Dover, Fairview and Martinsville Friends 
Meetings in Clinton County. He taught psychology 
at Kent State University and finally was Professor 
of psychology and counselor to servicemen at 
Ohio State University.

He also edited and published the diary of his Aunt 
Mattie Hadley who served as a missionary to 
Alaska from 1899 to 1903.

He died in 1990 and is buried in Florida.
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