
The First World War began in Europe in July 1914. 
The US declared war on Germany April 6, 1917, 
and when Congress passed the Selective Service 
Act on May 18, 1917, millions of young American 
men were drafted. 

The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), 
a Quaker peace and justice organization, was 
founded in 1917 to give young conscientious 
objectors ways to serve without carrying weapons 
and taking lives. They drove ambulances, 
ministered to the wounded and stayed on in Europe 
after the Nov. 11, 1918, armistice to help rebuild 
war-ravaged communities.

Twelve Wilmington College students or recent 
graduates, mostly Quakers, chose to become 
conscientious objectors. All but one worked in 
France and all but two served with the AFSC. This 
story is about one of these young Wilmington 
College students and alumni.

Harold M. Jay (1899-1976) was a 1915 graduate 
of Martinsville High School. Before he graduated 
from Wilmington College in 1922, he volunteered 
to serve with the Relief and Reconstruction Unit 
of the American Friends Service Committee in 
France for seven months, from May 1919 through 
December 1919. This was after the armistice had 
been signed and the needs of the returning French 
civilian victims were the greatest.

Among the many positions he held while a student 
at Wilmington College were serving on the YMCA 

Cabinet, the South Hall Council, and manager 
of the Boosters Club. In addition, he was the 
president of his senior class and a delegate to the 
National Students Disarmament Conference in 
Chicago.

Upon college graduation he taught at McClain 
High School and then worked in banking locally 
and in Rising Sun, OH. With a background in 
agriculture, he initiated the H. M. Jay Laboratories 
Company in Newark, OH, which manufactured 
mineral feed for poultry and stock. He moved on 
to several other positions including the Ohio Fuel 
Gas Company and later became vice president 
of the Ohio Rapid Transit Company. In Newark, 
he was active in civic organizations including, 
“president of Rotary Club, two terms as president 
of the Chamber of Commerce, the Community 
Chest and in 1944 the War Chest effort.”

Harold Jay grew up in the Martinsville Friends 
Meeting. He died in 1976 and the long-time 
Friends pastor Mary Cochran officiated at his 
funeral.
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