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The First World War began in Europe in July 1914. 
The US declared war on Germany April 6, 1917, 
and when Congress passed the Selective Service 
Act on May 18, 1917, millions of young American 
men were drafted. 

The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), 
a Quaker peace and justice organization, was 
founded in 1917 to give young conscientious 
objectors ways to serve without carrying weapons 
and taking lives. They drove ambulances, 
ministered to the wounded and stayed on in Europe 
after the Nov. 11, 1918, armistice to help rebuild 
war-ravaged communities.

Twelve Wilmington College students or recent 
graduates, mostly Quakers, chose to become 
conscientious objectors. All but one worked in 
France and all but two served with the AFSC. This 
story is about one of these young Wilmington 
College students and alumni.

Frances H. Farquhar (1891-1944) graduated 
from Wilmington College in 1911 and a year later 
received an additional degree from Haverford 
College near Philadelphia, also a Quaker 
institution.

As a student at Wilmington College, Frank “played 
in all forms of athletics.” He worked in Wilmington 
at the Farquhar Furnace Company, which was 
founded by his father, Milton J. Farquhar, in1908. 
He referred to himself as being, “raised in a 

factory.” 

Francis H. Farquhar was 
inducted into the U.S. 
military in September 
1917, but was honorably 
discharged one month later 
and by November of 1917 
he was serving in France 
with the American Friends 
Reconstruction Unit of the 
Red Cross, assisting civilian 
victims of WWI. He was 
in France for nine months, 
through August of 1918.

He was elected to the 
Wilmington College Board 
of Trustees in 1922 and in 
1926 was made President 
of the Board. He was 
also a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Wilmington Commercial Club and served one term 
as a Councilman from his ward on the Wilmington 
City Council. 

He was an active member of the Wilmington 
Friends Meeting and is buried in Wilmington.
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