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Having fallen in love with a soccer ball at age four, I was one of the first students, along with Rocksy 
(a.k.a. Peter) Sturdivant, to letter all four years in the young Wilmington soccer program. In those days, 
the game was mostly kick and run, especially with the basketball coach, Fred Raizk, drafted to teach 
us. I remember Coach Raizk saying, “I don’t know much about the game of soccer, but they asked me 
to coach anyway.” To his credit, he did recruit the star forward on his basketball team to be our goalie 
one year, since he was so good with his hands. He coached in 1961 and ‘62, then Rocksy took over. 
Understandably, we won few games and had trouble keeping talented foreign players on the team. 
However, one dedicated Nigerian student, Tim Ombima, did stick with us a season or two, and my best 
play was a fast run down the left wing with a cross to center that scooted along the ground just out of 
reach of the defense and onto Tim’s foot for an easy goal. I never told anyone that cross was meant to 
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be airborne. At the age of 18 or 19, it was often difficult to know 
whether to be proud or embarrassed.

There was one occasion, though, when I was clearly proud of our 
whole team. At an away game lunch stop in Berea, Kentucky, in 
1963. I met the team coming back out of the restaurant just as 
I was going in. In response to my puzzled look, one of the guys 
said, “They won’t let Tim eat inside, so we’re leaving.” While I 
was shocked that segregation existed so close to Wilmington 
and wondered if I would have been as quick thinking as my 
teammates, I was immensely proud that a rough and tumble 
bunch of guys would act together on principle. I vaguely 
remember us eating take-out on the bus. Over the years, with 
many other groups, I’ve found working together for a common, 
worthy goal to be just as satisfying as the 50 years I continued 
to play the “beautiful game.” Thanks, Wilmington, for being a 
platform where these important life lessons can take root.
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