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On June 14, 1980, a Wilmington born and 
raised couple held quite possibly the first of 
very few weddings at Wilmington College. 
That couple was my parents. Bryan and Lisa 
(Ellington) Burden held an outdoor ceremony 
on the College grounds, near the bell tower, 
followed by a reception in the Kelly Center.

They actually were not students at the College, 
but they chose to have their special day there 
because they knew they wanted something 
outdoors and beautiful. The College grounds 
were just that! Even before the wedding, 
Wilmington College already held a dear spot in 
my dad’s heart. He delivered newspapers as a 
child all around the College and to many of the 
faculty. The big day came - a piano was placed 
via a forklift onto the grounds, the bell tower 
rang beautifully at all the perfect moments throughout the ceremony and two young kids in love were 
ready to start their life together.

Over the years, my family has taken countless strolls together throughout the College grounds, always 
stopping to take family pictures at The Rock, anxious to see how it would be painted. That is our 
tradition!

My parents were married for 34 precious years until Lisa passed away from pancreatic cancer in 
October 2014. The Kelly Center held a different type of reception for us at this time — family and 
friends gathered there following Lisa’s memorial service. To honor Lisa and raise awareness for 
pancreatic cancer, our family was able to paint and decorate the College’s infamous Rock for the month 
of November in 2014.

Fast forward to May of 2016, and the College held another precious moment in our family history. My 
now-husband proposed to me in the exact spot where my parents exchanged vows many years before.
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Although never a student myself, 
or even a resident of Wilmington, 
Wilmington College will forever 
and always hold a dear place in my 
Texan heart, and I am honored that 
my family shares a little, unique 
piece of history as the College 
celebrates 150 years

https://www.wilmington.edu/alumni/150th-anniversary/150-stories/

