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Academic Major Awards

Faculty in each academic major may choose a senior who 
has excelled in his/her studies. The criteria for the award are 
established by the faculty.

Agriculture Area

Agricultural Business         TRISHA M. SECKEL

This year’s recipient for the academic major award in agricultural 
business has been described by a fellow student as “an exquisite 
leader with a wonderful personality and a heart of gold.” When Trisha 
Seckel came to Wilmington College in the fall of 2016, I knew that I 
would have an Ohio FFA State Officer in one of my classes. Little did I 
realize that it would be Trisha.

I remember sitting in my office when Trisha came in with a planner 
in hand to notify me of potential absences due to State Officer 
responsibilities. Never once was an excuse given and she would only 
accept holding her to the same standards as everyone else, if not 
higher.

As time progressed, Trisha wanted more out of her Wilmington 
College experience. Trisha, in addition to a group of other girls, were 
founding members of Wilmington College’s Sigma Alpha Sorority 
chapter. Serving as chapter president in 2019, Trisha became a role 
model to so many younger members. Fellow sorority sister described 
her as “one of the most hardworking and passionate AgVocates she 
knows.” Being involved in countless other campus activities such as 
the AGGIES club and the Delta Tau Alpha honor society, Trisha has 
had the opportunity to “serve as a role model to many individuals 
through her intentional and authentic personality.”

As for future plans, Trisha is torn between teaching and potentially 
entering industry and one day obtaining a master’s degree. According 
to Trisha, “whatever it is that I end up doing, it will be aligned with my 
own set of core values that I gleaned from Wilmington College.” We 
wish you the best, Trisha. As a fellow Sigma Alpha Sorority sister said, 
“I have never met someone that is more devoted to serving others. She 
is truly one of a kind.”             Remarks submitted by Chad McKay 
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Agricultural Communications     ARYN M. COPELAND

The recipient of the Agricultural Communications academic award this 
year is Aryn Copeland. Aryn has a now-vast portfolio of experience 
in a field that is relatively new at Wilmington College. Aryn joined Ag 
Comm 3 years ago by taking her first introductory course. She tells 
me jokingly she didn’t do very well on the first exam in that class 
and worried she had made the wrong choice. Thank goodness she 
rebounded and stuck with me (I wouldn’t have let her go anyway).  

In that introductory class we talk a lot about Everett Rogers’ theory 
of Adoption. Bear with me here. Rogers has a way of examining those 
who quickly take to ideas and change, and those who don’t--he puts 
them into “adopter categories.” The most likely to welcome new 
ideas and change are called “the innovators.” The least likely are “the 
laggards.” Most of us fall in the middle with the early or late majority-
-in short, we wait for others to stick their necks out. But, not Aryn.

Aryn Copeland is an innovator--and I find that rare among students 
in this generation. As a first-year Ag Comm student, Aryn immediately 
jumped on the opportunity to lobby for agriculture in Washington, 
D.C. From day one, she was hooked and has returned each year since, 
making her by far the most experienced lobbyist in my advisee pool.  
Also, that first year, Aryn took immediately to the Collegiate Farm 
Bureau student organization. She has held an officer position since 
day one and is now serving as president of the organization.  
Also, that first year, Aryn was invited--and continues to be invited 
each year--to the Ag Day at the Capital event hosted by the Ohio 
Farm Bureau. She was also selected to participate in several leadership 
experiences and has travelled and competed nationally as the OFB 
state “discussion meet” champion.

When I asked Aryn to serve as a recruitment ambassador for the Ag 
Comm program during visit days, she said yes.  
When I asked Aryn to travel with me to the cloud forests of Costa Rica 
so we could learn together about coffee plantations, climate change, 
and sloths, she said yes.

When I asked Aryn to be interviewed for a radio show to be broadcast 
nationally on NPR this spring that focused on successful women from 
rural communities, she said yes.
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And, when I asked Aryn to TEACH a course for the Wilmington 
Institute for Lifelong Learning program in April that explored practical 
applications in “local and sustainable food systems,” she did not 
hesitate. She said yes. This is because Aryn is an innovator. 
It should not surprise you that when she interviewed for her dream job 
upon graduation this spring, THEY, TOO, SAID YES.

Congratulations to my wonderful, innovative graduate.
            Remarks submitted by Corey Cockerill

Agronomy      CELESTE E. NYE

This year’s recipient for the academic major award in agronomy 
transferred to Wilmington College in the fall of 2018. From that first 
class with Celeste, the entire agriculture faculty knew that she was not 
your typical first year student.

Assistant Professor of Agriculture, Chad McKay described having 
Celeste in class as a gift. “Celeste would not only contribute to class 
discussions but make you, as a professor, better because she was 
always going above and beyond what was required”.

Additionally, Professor Monte Anderson commented “Celeste did not 
just study the content, she learned the content.” 

In the spring term of 2020, Celeste was nominated by Assistant 
Professor Daryl Nash to serve as his Supplemental Instruction (S.I) 
leader for Animal Nutrition. Daryl noted that “Celeste’s performance 
as a S.I. leader greatly contributed to student success in Animal 
Nutrition and has been a pleasure to work with”.

It is attention to detail and her unwavering desire to do her best that 
has led Celeste to earn a 4.0 Grade Point Average (GPA) during her 
career at Wilmington College.

As for the future, Celeste wants to explore industry for a while before 
potentially going back to school to obtain a Master of Science degree. 
Wherever Celeste ends up, it will be the organization that will be lucky 
to have Celeste. Her talents and abilities far precede our greatest 
expectations.
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It is for those reasons that the agricultural faculty proudly nominates 
Celeste Nye for this year’s academic major award in agronomy.

Congratulations, Celeste!             Remarks submitted by Chad McKay

Animal Science       LAUREN M. GROVER

Lauren Grover was raised on a farm in Highland County, Ohio with 
her siblings, Leighton and Lana.  Her parents John and Kristi Grover, 
operate their family farm where they raise forages, grain crops, and 
manage a 70 head cow-calf enterprise. As an FFA student Lauren 
expanded the livestock side of the farm through her Supervised 
Agricultural Experience by purchasing bred does and bred ewes to 
begin a breeding goat and breeding sheep program.  Eventually, she 
and her sister joined as business partners, creating Grover Sisters’ 
Livestock, and from the offspring they produced they began offering 
their young stock to 4-H members for fair projects.

Lauren enjoyed a rewarding educational experience as a student in the 
Hillsboro FFA Chapter.  She also was a member of the Marshall Junior 
Farmers 4-H Club. Her service included roles in officer positions and 
as advisor.  Her FFA and 4-H projects included feeder calves, market 
steers, market barrows, market lambs, and market goats.  She showed 
the 2017 Highland County Fair Reserve Champion Market Barrow, and 
several Champion and Reserve Champion Rate of Gain Market Steers.  
As a 4-H leader she was a member of the Junior Leadership Club and 
served as President of the Jr. Fair Board three years. A major highlight 
of Lauren’s FFA career was her election in 2016 to the position of 
Ohio FFA State Reporter.

In appreciation of the opportunities afforded to her, Lauren decided 
to give back to the community by volunteering her time and energy to 
coach CDE teams, to serve as a judge at FFA contests, and to serve 
the Highland County Fair as an Adult Beef Superintendent.

Within her community she is a member of the Marshall United 
Methodist Church and the Marshall United Methodist Women serving 
a role as one of the church historians and singing in the church choir. 

As an Agriculture student at Wilmington College she is a member 
of the Aggies & Collegiate 4-H Club, the Student Philanthropy 
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Council, and the Gamma Alpha Chapter of Sigma Alpha Professional 
Agriculture Sorority.   Lauren’s academic achievements were rewarded 
with her induction into the Honor Society of Delta Tau Alpha. 
Additionally, Lauren serves as a Student Ambassador with the office of 
Admissions.

Lauren’s future plans are to seek a career in the field of agriculture 
where she has an interest in working directly with livestock producers. 
Lauren has exhibited all the drive, talent, and motivation it takes to 
achieve at the top of her chosen career.

One of Lauren’s personal goals is to make her first million dollars by 
age thirty.             Remarks submitted by Harold Thirey

Equine Business Management      ALISHA M. OSBURN

This year’s Outstanding Equine Business Management Student 
is graduating senior Alisha Osburn from Max Meadows, Virginia. 
Alisha is a full-time student with a 3.82 GPA, is one of the assistant 
barn managers at our equine facility and a valued member of the 
Wilmington College Equestrian Team.

My first day of class, Alisha marched right up to me and told me how 
happy she was that I was there, what she expected out of class, what 
she expected out of her horse and what I should do with the equine 
program.  That was my first 10 minutes with her. I knew right then 
and there I had a wonderful, dedicated, hard-working and enthusiastic 
student.

Since then Alisha has not disappointed me and not a single effort of 
hers has gone unnoticed.   I have Alisha in three classes.  In each one 
of those classes she has been attentive, interested, always willing to 
share her thoughts and ideas and a leader for her classmates.

The class that Alisha and I have had the most one-on-one interaction, 
is her breaking and training class. In this class she works with her 
horse, learns new skill sets to apply to the training of her horse and 
wants more than anything to make that horse into a winner. After our 
first class she said to me, with tears in her eyes, that her horse had 
made more progress in one hour than it had made the entire previous
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semester. Since then she has thanked me repeatedly for helping 
her horse. What she doesn’t realize is that I did not help her horse 
progress at all. I simply gave her the tools she needed to make all this 
improvement on her own.  Her horse is not the only thing that has 
developed during the semester.  Her training skills, horsemanship and, 
most importantly, her confidence in herself and her abilities is what 
has helped her make the headway she needed.

Alisha, your achievements speaks for itself about your capabilities and 
today is a perfect day to tell you that no one could do a better job than 
the job you do! Congratulations!           Remarks submitted by Daren Wright

Plant, Envrionmental           SAMANTHA G. BURCHWELL
and Soil Science

Samantha graduated from Clark State Community College with an 
Associate of Science and then transferred to Wilmington College.  
Samantha studied soils and soil fertility at Clark State and came to 
Wilmington College with a great interest and foundation in soils. 
She was ready to expand her knowledge and pursue research 
opportunities. This past fall Samantha was one of twenty students 
that studied the Lake Erie Watershed. As part of the class the students 
visited Stone Island Research Station in Lake Erie. They then identified 
an issue related to the Lake Erie Watershed and studied the topic in 
depth. Samantha’s topic was how to educate the various shareholders 
in the watershed on the sources of nutrient management and other 
runoff issues.

This past fall she attended the Agronomy Society of Agronomy 
meetings in San Antonio, Texas.  After the meetings she decided her 
interest in soils and watershed management was timely and research 
was enjoyable. Presently, she is pursuing a career with the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service and planning to continue her studies 
and research in nutrient runoff in a watershed management. 
                  Remarks submitted by Monte Anderson
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Biology/Chemistry/Mathematics Area

Health Science         MAKENZIE J. FENTRESS

Makenzie Fentress came to us as a Biology major with health science 
concentration and ever since she has been hardworking and dedicated 
to pursuing dentistry for graduate program. She has great enthusiasm 
to study human biology and her senior research focused on the effect 
of edible chemicals on the dental enamel and overall health of teeth. 
We congratulate her for academic excellence and wish her all the best 
going forward.                     Remarks submitted by Savitha Krishna

Life Science         JACK H. FERGUSON

Jack Ferguson is a delight to have in class. He is genuinely interested 
in the topics at hand and always leads lively discussions. I also 
appreciate his broad interests; he is not only a biology major but also a 
religion major. His diverse knowledge enriches the classroom. Jack is 
un-assuming and humble in his successes and is always willing to lend 
a hand to help other students struggling with content. It has been an 
absolute pleasure to have Jack in the biology program and we wish him 
many successes in the future.       Remarks submitted by Kendra Cipollini

Life Science        MORGAN L. LOOMIS

Morgan Loomis is a very focus and dedicated student of Biology major 
with Life Science concentration. She is one of our high achieving 
students who worked hard to achieve academic excellent in her 
courses.  She has one of the superb artistic skills specifically her 
anatomy drawings are commendable. She wants to pursue veterinary 
science for her graduate degree after WC education and we wish her a 
great success.                 Remarks submitted by Savitha Krishna
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Chemistry           ABBY M. HITE

Abby Hite has exemplified all the qualities that are needed in a 
phenomenal chemist. In her classes she has always gone above and 
beyond what was required of her making her the top of the class. She 
has proven herself to be a capable teacher as both a lab SI leader, 
as well as in her job as a private tutor. She has proven herself to be 
a capable research chemist during her internship with RT Process in 
Wilmington. Her excellence in the classroom and lab will serve her well 
as she attends graduate school this fall. It has truly been an honor and 
a privilege having her in our department and we cannot wait to see 
what her future holds.              Remarks submitted by Mark Chrisman

Mathematics              KELTON T. GRAY

Kelton is always enthusiastic about mathematics.  He enjoys learning 
it, he enjoys teaching it, and he wants others to appreciate it as much 
as he does.  He knows just how much energy he should bring to a 
classroom he’s in, whether that is a class he’s taking or a class he’s 
working with as a Supplementary Instructor to brighten everyone’s 
mood without overwhelming them.  When explaining concepts to 
students, he has so much patience and will stay as long as he can 
to make sure others understand.  We are glad he transferred to 
Wilmington College but wish we could have had him with us longer.       
              Remarks submitted by Liz Haynes-Wiget

Business Administration Area

Accounting      SHELBI L. LONG

Shelbi comes to us from Ashland, OH, and is a 2016 graduate of 
Hillsdale High School. She is a dual Accounting and Ag Business Major 
graduating with 156 credit hours.

Shelbi has been a phenomenal student participating in multiple campus 
activities. She is a member of the Sigma Alpha Sorority where she has 
held the position of scholarship chair and 2nd V.P. She was nominated 
for Wilmington College Outstanding Greek Senior and has been very
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active in community service with the Murphy Theater, local elementary 
schools, livestock show, churches and county fairs. However, the 
position close to my heart has been her involvement with VITA these 
past three years—two of them as site coordinator. Shelbi not only 
reviewed tax returns she was an exceptional delegator. She scheduled 
all volunteers and tax appointments. She was the face of VITA these 
past two tax seasons!

During her time the VITA program filed 205 returns for the 2018 
filing season and filed 141 during the 2019 filing season, which 
was on pace to surpass last year’s record had it not been for the 
COVID 19 closure. Shelbi has also served as the Becker CPA Campus 
Ambassador where she helped spread the knowledge of this review 
course around campus.

Shelbi was also involved in Aggies & Collegiate 4-H, an accounting 
tutor, and interned at the accounting firm Wagonseller, Foley & 
Hollingsworth.  She also holds the Green Key Society membership. 
I can’t never say enough about Shelbi!  She has accepted a position at 
Meaden & Moore in Cleveland, an accounting firm.
                         Remarks submitted by Al Beatty

Business Administration        DUSTIN W. LYKINS

Dusty Lykins is being recognized for academic excellence in his major 
of Business Administration with a Finance Concentration with a grade 
point of an almost perfect 4.0-he has a 3.98.

Dusty exhibits the persistence to go the extra mile to gain a deeper 
level of understanding not just for a grade but for knowledge. He 
frequently asks questions to discover why an answer he gave on a test 
or in a classroom response was not perfect, not to gain points for a 
grade but rather to deepen his knowledge and understanding.

Dusty is energetic yet calm, he possesses a mathematical exactness 
and precision. He is disciplined, eminently rigorous in reasoning. He 
has provided a quiet confident inspiration to other students, as a tutor 
and an SI leader, in addition to being quite an asset for the Wilmington 
College football team.
                    Remarks submitted by Steve Szeghi
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Self-Designed Major: Economics        GABRIEL NYGARD

Gabriel Nygard is being recognized for academic excellence in 
his Self-Designed major of Economics. Gabriel is also a Business 
Administration major with a Management Concentration and currently 
holds a grade point of 3.84.

Gabriel knows how to go the extra mile in all he does whether in the 
classroom, in his research, and on the soccer field.  He is tireless in his 
effort to gain a deeper understanding, asking penetrating questions in 
order to uncover the deeper meanings of topics and theories he finds 
of interest. Gabriel has aptly demonstrated an insightful, in depth 
caring about social issues such as ecology and social justice, infusing 
an international perspective into his analysis.  He is naturally insightful 
and curious.  

Gabriel in his time at Wilmington College has honed his investigative 
skills and has grown tremendously in his capacity to engage in deeper 
and deeper analytical thought while also considering synthesis and 
other perspectives. He has done all this while maintaining an affable 
outgoing personality, an active social life, and a dedication to the sport 
of soccer.              Remarks submitted by Steve Szeghi

Education Area

Adolescent-Young Adult           TYLER R. BARTON

Tyler represents all of the qualities associated with a professional. 
He is committed to not only the success of his students, but also the 
success of his colleagues. He is an instructional leader who eagerly 
embraces new ideas and technologies to improve student learning 
outcomes and freely shares these resources with his peers. He truly 
leads by example and I’m confidant will continue to do so for many 
years to come!

Tyler has an absolutely sterling approach to all that he undertakes. He 
gives considerable thought and thoroughness to any task presented to 
him. He takes learning seriously. One of Tyler’s site supervisors said, “I 
had the opportunity to observe Tyler as a beginning student in the field 
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and then again as a student teacher. He showed a commitment to his 
students as well as his content (history).” Tyler has a professional and 
positive outlook at all times. Tyler is a true leader and will be an asset 
to any school in which he chooses to work! 
      Remarks submitted by Jane Bogan

Agriculture Education         MALLORY K. BAUM

Polished, poised, and passionate are terms that best describe Mallory. 
With her highly developed oral and written communication skills, 
keen interpersonal skills, and personal investment in making certain 
that every student succeeds, Mallory will foster an outstanding 
Agricultural Education program within any school district she chooses 
to join. She is seldom intimidated by a challenge and demonstrates a 
willingness to commit the long hours outside of each school day and 
during weekends necessary for developing students who can compete 
globally both inside and outside the classroom.

One of Mallory’s instructors says “Mallory is a hard worker, who still 
always says ‘hello’ when I see her. She let me know the impact my 
course had by stopping by to say she often refers to her interactive 
notebook created in Reading Core II.” Mallory will be an amazing role 
model for the students in her class!  Her adviser in Agriculture, Monte 
Anderson said this “I had the opportunity to observe all of Mallory’s 
placements.  She is amazing to watch in a classroom setting.  She is 
energetic and the students know she loves teaching.  She will make a 
difference in the lives of so many students in the years to come.”    
            Remarks submitted by Jane Bogan & Monte Anderson

Early Childhood                EMILY G. MYERS

Emily exemplifies the spirit of an early childhood educator. Her calm 
demeanor, passion for creating hands-on learning opportunities, 
and servant’s heart will be an asset any school administrator would 
be foolish to overlook. In class, Emily consistently demonstrates an 
outstanding work ethic, an astute ability to analyze and synthesize 
concepts learned in class in lieu of real-world applications, and 
eagerness to apply constructive feedback. She thoughtfully 



approaches all tasks with careful consideration.

One of Emily’s site supervisors’ reports that Emily is one of the most 
natural educators I have ever observed. Teaching is truly her gift. What 
is even more exceptional is her willingness to seek more - as a student 
she asked questions to deepen her own understanding and as a 
teacher she is able to adjust instruction to meet the needs of individual 
students with the expertise of a veteran educator. We are pleased to 
have Emily represent the best of the Early Childhood majors!   
               Remarks submitted by Jane Bogan

Early Childhood         SCARLETT M. DONALDSON
Intervention Specialist  

Scarlett consistently embodies the term “rock star.” Whether 
connecting with students who are accelerated or gifted learners or 
implementing behavioral or academic interventions for students who 
are struggling learners, Scarlett epitomizes differentiated instruction. 
Her commitment to professional collaboration and sound command of 
special education law and policy will make her an invaluable asset to 
any district with which she becomes affiliated.

Another of Scarlett’s instructors says “what surprised me the most 
is the professional presence Scarlett exhibited right from the start in 
her ED485 field placement. I kept thinking she was student teaching, 
so I kept trying to schedule additional observations!” Scarlett has a 
huge heart for her peers, colleagues, and students. If anyone needs 
anything, they just need to ask, and Scarlett will go above and beyond 
to help in any way she can. We are so honored to have had Scarlett 
as one of our students and we know she will be able to bless so many 
students throughout her career.   Remarks submitted by Jane Bogan

Education Studies           GAGE A. BLEY

Gage highlights the importance of offering students within the 
Education Area professional skillsets and opportunities that transcend 
the traditional P-12 classroom environment. He has an inherent gift 
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for connecting with individuals with a wide variety of developmental 
disabilities. He has demonstrated a natural ability to connect skills he 
acquires in the classroom with the clients he has served as a job coach 
at Miami Valley Goodwill.

Gage exhibits tenacity and a “can-do” attitude. Gage is willing to 
help anyone out with anything they need. He has volunteered for 
multiple semesters to speak in the Introduction to Exceptionalities 
course about his experiences as a job coach and he has participated 
in student panels for Education Day as an Education Studies student. 
He has a true love and passion for the people he with whom works; he 
also has a love and passion for baseball, and he is choosing to follow 
that passion for now. It was a journey with a rough start for Gage, 
but during his time at Wilmington College, we have seen so much 
growth in him. We are so proud of all he has accomplished! Best of 
luck to Gage on his next journey!     Remarks 
submitted by Jane Bogan

Middle Childhood                RYAN P. HAGAN

Ryan’s laid-back demeanor is especially well-suited to the emotional 
rollercoaster associated with learners in early adolescence. His 
knowledge of developmentally appropriate pedagogy is evident, as is 
his passion for connecting with students, their families, and his fellow 
educators. Ryan is so positive and upbeat about all situations. 

One of Ryan’s site supervisors said, “his initial field placement was 
perplexing, but Ryan saw it through, and it turned into a positive one 
by the end.” He approaches all assignments with diligence – and never 
complains no matter what the workload. Ryan exemplifies the perfect 
Middle Childhood educator. He is able to prepare and present hands-
on, engaging lessons for middle school students. When observing 
him with the students it is clear he enjoys their energy, all the while 
he remains calm and quiet as he guides their learning. Ryan’s calm 
exterior hides a passion for his content. When he shares about his 
students or a lesson he’s teaching, his smile can light up the whole 
room. Ryan will inspire the middle schoolers he teaches.    
      Remarks submitted by Jane Bogan
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Fine Arts Area

Communication Arts          JARED W. SHOEMAKER

Under normal circumstances, we’d be gathered in the Hugh Heiland 
Theater and everyone would get to hear us speak about our 
Outstanding Seniors, rather than just read about them. That’s why 
Corey and I have decided to not only send along this text as requested, 
but to post videos online to present the awards, as we usually would.

In Communication Arts, we are lucky to have some of the most 
creative folks who ever step foot on the Wilmington College campus. 
By the nature of what we do, we often require them to think in critical 
ways to find creative and effective ways to convey various types of 
messages. Some take to doing so in verbal ways – they write for the 
newspaper, or other publications, they speak to audiences in person 
or via our radio or video digital platforms. Others take a more visual 
approach – they capture images via cameras or their own artistic 
abilities, or they learn to use tools that allow them to design work that 
conveys messages. They come to us with various levels of ability to do 
this work – as some are novices and some already excel.

Our honoree excelled at his craft, in many ways, before he got to 
Wilmington College. But that doesn’t mean that he sat on his skills 
during his time here. Quite the contrary, he continued to hone his skill 
set, while acquiring new ones – making him more well-rounded and 
giving himself opportunities to expand his repertoire far beyond his 
initial expectations. That is why I’m proud to honor Jared Shoemaker 
as the Outstanding Senior in Communication Arts.

Jared came to Wilmington from Springfield, Ohio where he has been 
one of the most recognized figures on campus during his four years 
here... if for nothing else, his height. We all look up to Jared! He has 
been a standout on the swimming team, where he is regarded as one 
of the most well-respected members of the team. He has led his 
fraternity, Tau Kappa Beta, where he has won the award for most-
outstanding member of a Greek organization for the last two years in 
a row. He jumped at the chance to be a part of student media – he has 
hosted a regular radio show since The Quake’s inception, and will soon 
be featured, at length, in our latest Woodhouse literary journal. He 
is an excellent student in his classes – where he not only earns good 
grades, but regularly helps his fellow students improve their work 
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with his expertise. As an instructor, I’ve had times when I’ve deferred 
to Jared to show me how he has completed certain tasks – he has 
improved the strength of our department and what we do. Whenever a 
project is important, I never hesitate to ask Jared to help.

But, while he’s done so well at WC, I’m also really proud of how Jared 
has taken his craft and shared it with the world. He has been a part 
of major photo and arts shows, where his work stands out among 
the best. I know, as I’ve been in attendance! He has grown (maybe 
not physically – he’s was already really tall) ... but has matured into 
the type of young man that will excel in his life. He wants to enlist 
as an Air Force officer in the future. I have no doubt that he will be 
wonderful at that, as well.

So, what else can I say about a student that I consider a good friend? 
Jared has been one of the best during his tenure here. And, the best is 
yet to come. Congratulations to Jared Shoemaker, our Communication 
Arts Outstanding Senior!   Remarks submitted by Nick Wiget

Theatre                  SARAH M. BENDER

The faculty of the theatre department are proud to honor Sarah 
Bender for her academic achievement and commitment to productions 
in the field of theatre.
  
Four years ago, when Sarah showed up at an audition for a fall 
production, we all thought what are we going to do with this 
seemingly quiet, shy and unassuming young woman. She stood on the 
sidelines, watched, observed and patiently waited her turn.  She then 
jumped in and without hesitation, did what I believe all good actors 
and theatre professionals do—take a risk.
 
Again, this was the tact that Sarah took in almost all of her theatre 
courses—patiently waited, took everything in and once she figured it all 
out—she pounced! There was no holding her back. Oh yes, it was with 
a quiet intensity, yet she was never afraid to try something, develop 
a concept, go for it with a fully committed to her ideas and artistic 
vision.

This I believe is Sarah’s secret weapon.  Her willingness to take the 
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leap, step out of the silence and risk it all.  Always fully committed.  
Over the past four years, not only has Sarah excelled in her academic 
work, majoring in Theatre and minoring in English,  she has also been a 
part of every production since her arrival—whether it be on the stage or 
backstage managing props, costumes, special effects and dare I say—
ACTORS, and done so with patience and quiet control.

We are proud of Sarah—She has taken every risk and done so without 
apology, achieving successes and failures, yet all the while staying true 
to herself and her beliefs.

It is with great pride that the department recognizes Sarah Bender 
with Academic Achievement in Theatre, graduating class 2020.
           Remarks submitted by Wynn Alexander

Humanities Area

English                    GRACE E. BARGER

It has been a pleasure to teach Grace over her career here at 
Wilmington College. She is truly one of our strongest English majors.  
I have taught Grace in multiple classes, and she has always brought 
her insightful remarks, important questions, and clear writing skills 
to ALL of them. I especially enjoyed working with her on her senior 
seminar project--teaching children’s literature from a disability’s 
studies perspective.

Grace is also an Education major and is planning to teach English at 
the high school level. She has been a pleasure to teach as a student, 
and the English program here at Wilmington College—Bonnie Erwin, 
Ursula McTaggart, Marta Wilkinson, and myself—knows that she will 
be a wonderful English teacher. We are extremely proud to have Grace 
representing us as an alumnus.             Remarks submitted by Laura Struve
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History                 MATTHEW W. REINHART

Matthew Reinhart is one of those rare students who is incisive in 
thought, eloquent in speech, and elegant in writing. The History 
Program is honored to claim Matthew as one of our own. In every 
class, Matthew displayed a keen intellect and roving curiosity, capable 
of analyzing everything from contemporary American politics to 
seventeenth century French absolutism.

In his senior seminar project, Matthew delved into the labyrinth that 
was pre-World War I British politics, dissecting the internal dynamics 
of the UK’s party system to make a novel argument about British 
intervention in the Great War. A joint education major who intends 
to become a teacher, Matthew’s penetrating insights and expansive 
interests will be of great benefit to future generations of history 
students.                Remarks submitted by Keith Orejel

Religion & Philosophy                 JACK H. FERGUSON

It has been a genuine pleasure and an honor to have worked with 
Jack Ferguson over the past four years. Among his many other 
accomplishments, Jack has pursued a double major at Wilmington 
College in Biology as well as in Religion and Philosophy.

As we both can attest, it has been a true joy to have Jack in all of our 
Religion and Philosophy classes.  Jack is not only an excellent student 
who regularly submits graduate level work in our seminars. His 
contributions to our class discussions, and to our weekly Twilight Zone 
gatherings, are always thoughtful, well-considered, and insightful.

We must both also express our deepest gratitude to Jack, who as 
our R&P student worker has supported us tirelessly as we have 
revamped and expanded the R&P major, promoted our courses and our 
department, and built our departmental presence online. No matter 
how busy he might be, Jack was always willing to help out in whatever 
way we needed him to do so.

We are not the only faculty members who have enjoyed Jack’s 
contributions. On many occasions our colleagues have told us that 
Jack exceeds expectations in their classes as well. It is worth noting 



that Jack isn’t just any double-major—in R&P and Biology he has 
chosen majors that speak to his passions and complement each other, 
but that don’t overlap much in method or coursework. When people 
ask him why Jack chose to combine these two majors, he jokes that he 
is trying to figure out how to build the next Ark!

Jack has been able to thread this needle because he is a student with 
a genuinely incisive mind. In nearly every assignment he completes, 
whether long research papers or short responses, he reaches for a 
depth and thoroughness of consideration that delights and surprises 
us. On more than one occasion, Jack will force you the professor to 
think about topics in novel ways, a skill that is invaluable in academia 
or, I’m sure, in any profession he chooses to pursue.

It was a pleasure to also collaborate with Jack in publishing a 
substantial new book last year entitled Quakers, Creation Care, and 
Sustainability.  Jack’s skills as a writer and an editor made him an 
invaluable collaborator on this project.  In addition to helping the two 
editors read through and evaluate a large stack of potential chapters 
by different contributors, Jack also compiled the excellent sets of 
thoughtful discussion questions at the end of each section of the 
book.

We would be remiss not to mention that Jack is also an extremely 
talented musician.  Many at Wilmington were blessed to enjoy Jack’s 
musical talents on the guitar when he played in the College’s early 
music ensemble, Collegium Musicum, in its 47th and final year under 
the direction of (now) emerita professor Elizabeth Haskins.
Jack, our deepest gratitude for all you have brought to the Religion 
and Philosophy department, we wish you all the best, and look 
forward to staying in touch!
                        Remarks submitted by Evan Farr & Stephen Potthoff
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Social Sciences Area

Criminal Justice                VANESSA C. MCKEE

This year the Department of Criminal Justice recognizes Vanessa 
“Cheyann” McKee for its Academic Excellence Award.  Vanessa has 
earned very high grades in each of her major field classes.  In addition, 
she has contributed to high quality classroom discussion, asking good 
questions and presenting alternative interpretations of class readings.  
Cheyann plans to pursue graduate or professional training in either 
psychology or law, and we wish her success in her future academic 
and career endeavors.                        Remarks submitted by Paul Moke

Political Science               EMMA C. MARKS

This year’s Political Science award goes to Emma Marks. Emma’s 
accomplishments are way too long to list here, but I’ll name a few…

Emma got off to a quick start her first year. She went on the Fall 
Agriculture Lobby Trip to Washington, DC and was so impressive that 
I asked her to help run the Spring Lobby Trip. She did such a great 
job with the spring trip I asked her to run the trip the next two years. 
As a result, she recruited students and organized the trip, and was 
Wilmington College’s liaison to the organizers in Washington. I should 
add that she really impressed the staff in Washington.

The summer after her first academic year, she secured a Congressional 
internship with U.S. Representative Scott Perry. There she split time 
working in Pennsylvania and our nation’s capital.

Each subsequent summer, Emma did incredible things. During her 
second summer, she worked as Government and Legislative Affairs 
Intern for Farm Credit Mid-America in Louisville.

The following summer she worked with people from all over the world 
in Japan. The focus was sustainable agriculture.

She also made the most of spring breaks. On one, she traveled to the 



Netherlands and worked on an organic farm for a week.

During the school year, Emma managed to work as a Legislative 
Coordinator for Amnesty International, where she led lobbying efforts 
for the Ohio Amnesty International members. Related to this job, she 
also spoke in front of an Ohio General Assembly committee on gun 
violence.

She also assisted me with a book I co-edited entitled Quakers, 
Politics, and Economics: Quakers and the Disciplines Volume 5. She 
read the entire manuscript and helped copyedit it.

And Emma accomplished all of this with a 4.0 GPA.

These are just a few of her amazing accomplishments. I think it is safe 
to say that Emma deserves to win this award more than any other 
Political Science student I have ever had. Congratulations Emma!
                                   Remarks submitted by Michael Snarr

Psychology                          ASHLEY M. BUCK

I only got to know Ashley this past year, so I am sad that she is 
already graduating! Nonetheless, I was delighted to have her in a 
few of my courses - she has been a joy to have in the classroom. 
Ashley was always willing to participate in class discussion and often 
expressed her interest and attention through her affirming nonverbal 
communication. She often seemed eager and excited to learn about 
psychology! It is very encouraging and rewarding to a professor to 
have a student like Ashley, who is warm, friendly, and reliable. I will 
miss having Ashley around, but I wish her the best and know she will 
be successful.

I also asked Professor Audrey Wagstaff to share a few words. This is 
what Audrey said about Ashley: “Ashley is a very hard worker and is 
incredibly helpful and kind to her classmates. Her sense of humor and 
work ethic are characteristics of a student any professor would love 
to have. Her research project on the impact of [visual] social media on 
body image is especially timely.”          Remarks submitted by Vicki DeSensi
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Social Work                       JOCELYN M. KUHA

When you think of a student that makes teaching a joy, Jocelyn comes 
to mind.  Her smile is infectious and her commitment to learning and 
helping others is beyond compare.  She has a curiosity about life and 
is always up for trying something new.  She goes out of her way to 
support other students and cheers them through whatever life issues 
come their way.

Jocelyn personifies social work in her daily life as well as in her 
commitment to her classes and field placement.  Her personal beliefs 
and outlook on life creates an openness and genuine unconditional 
regard for others.  She has an authentic concern for them and their 
well-being.  Whoever Jocelyn works with in the future will benefit 
immensely from her awesomeness and her open heart.

Jocelyn was highly valued at her Field Placement with Clinton County 
Human Services.  The director Kathy Sprirk mentioned how “It has 
been a privilege to work with Jocelyn, she has an excellent work ethic 
and always goes above and beyond what is asked of her…it has been a 
joy to work with her.  She is both positive and is a hard worker. Every 
individual she worked with indicated a great experience with her and 
all were grateful for her.”

Any professor who is lucky enough to have Jocelyn in their class soon 
becomes a part of the Jocelyn fan club. Her psychology professor 
Vicky shared that “Jocelyn is a bright student with a pleasant 
demeanor.” Her accounting professor Al said “She is an awesome 
student in academics and is very pleasant in class. Always willing to 
help others.” Audrey, her research professor commented that “Jocelyn 
is such a bubbly personality, and always a joy to have in class. She 
brings smiles to everyone in the room and is a dedicated student.”

Jocelyn’s fellow students are also some of her biggest fans. Casey 
Hess was overjoyed to share that “Miss Jocelyn: there are a million 
and one things I could say about her, but I’ll keep it short. She has 
the kindest soul and such an infectious laugh that can turn anyone’s 
day around. She is going to do amazing in the field because she truly 
cares for others and truly wants their strengths to shine. It comes 
so naturally to her because she has this ray of light that comes from 
within Her as well. I am so honored to be her friend and see her light 
shine for others.”



As anyone can see Jocelyn is truly appreciated by all her professors, 
our students and the Wilmington College community.  I am proud to 
have been a small part of her education and self-exploration.  There 
are no limits to what Jocelyn can accomplish!
                Remarks submitted by Wendy Grab

Sport Sciences Area

Athletic Training                         JILLIA K. COOK

Jillia will complete her academic course of study this May with a 
GPA of 3.66. She had served as the athletic training student for 
the Football team here at Wilmington this past fall and had recently 
completed an Internship with the Cleveland Comets Professional 
Softball Team. Even more remarkable is that Jillia has accomplished 
these tasks while a four-year starter on the Wilmington College 
Softball team. Additionally, this year her peers elected her President of 
the Sports Medicine Leadership Council, the student organization of 
the Athletic Training major. Jillia has excelled in all areas.

I have had the pleasure of working with Jillia in the classroom as well 
as in the field.  She is always inquisitive and willing to learn.  She is 
a very unselfish individual who is willing to go the extra distance to 
finish the job.  Jillia will sit for her national board examination and I 
have no doubt she will be a valued and active participant within the 
athletic training profession.             Remarks submitted by Brett Massie

Exercise Science                    KAYLA N. MCDERMAN

As you may know the Exercise Science Program is a fairly new 
major to Wilmington College. In the past few years we have seen 
the program grow to or above the expectations. The faculty in Sport 
Sciences are excited about the prospects of the major and the students 
that have shown that exceptional abilities in and outside of the 
classroom. One of those students being Senior Kayla McDerman. She 
has earned a 3.94 GPA. All while balancing time outside and inside the 
classroom. 
24
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Having Kayla in class was refreshing. For instance, during the Senior 
Exercise Thesis course Kayla chose to write a literature review 
regarding CBD oil and possible benefits in athletics and exercise. She 
was able to take a topic that could be somewhat controversial and 
provide a well-rounded look into the background, limited research, and 
potential future research investigations into its use.

She is always on top of her work, attending each class, asking 
pertinent and thoughtful questions, as well as demonstrating fantastic 
presentation skills. She has also been known to shoot the breeze with 
me in my office which I enjoy just as much if not more than classroom 
instruction. Having students willing to open up dialogue outside of the 
classroom is one of the greatest joys of my job.

She has taken on additional responsibilities outside of the classroom 
with managing a part time job that is sometimes equivalent to a 
full-time position. She is set to complete her internship in Strength 
Training & Conditioning this summer. Which is a complete 180 from 
meteorologist!

Kayla has proven that he has gained the knowledge and skills 
necessary for working in the field by her work in and out of the 
classroom by balancing multiple obligations.
                   Remarks submitted by Matt Bliss

Sport Management          NICHOLAS A. SILVIS

For those of you that do not know Nick; he was a member of the 
baseball team and worked for the WC softball team. Nick participated 
in everything the Sport Management Department had to offer. He has 
traveled to multiple Super Bowl trips, to the College Football Playoff 
and the helped host the Sport Management Professional Day. Nick is 
energetic, a self-starter and is genuine with everyone he encounters. 
Congratulations to the most outstanding student in the Sport 
Management Area, Mr. Nick Silvis.           Remarks submitted by Alan Ledford



Dr. Elizabeth S. Kinzig Award          EMILY S. RINEHART

Emily will complete her academic course of study this May with a GPA 
of 4.0. She had served as the athletic training student for the Women’s 
Soccer team here at Wilmington this past fall and has currently 
completed an Internship at the Orthopedic Associates Therapy Center 
with Ortho Advantage.  These experiences required a mature, skilled 
and professional individual who could handle the pressures of both her 
clinical assignments and a full academic schedule.

I have had the pleasure of working with Emily in the classroom as well 
as in the field. She is a quiet leader who is interested in quality and 
always carries herself professionally.  Emily will sit for her national 
board examination in May and begin her Doctoral studies in Physical 
Therapy at The Ohio State University this August. I have no doubt 
she will be a valued and active participant within the Allied Health 
community.               Remarks submitted by Brett Massie

26



27

Quaker Impact Award

The Quaker Impact Award recognizes seniors who have a GPA 
of 2.75 or better, who have participated and demonstrated 
significant leadership within college organizations and 
extracurricular activities, who have (are) engaged in community 
involvement, and who have demonstrated future leadership 
ability and/or potential during his or her time at Wilmington 
College. This year’s inductees are:

GRACE E. BARGER

GAGE A. BLEY

STEVEN N. BROUSSARD, JR.

TYLER S. BUTCHER

JEFFREY S. CLYDESDALE

EDWARD J. COOK

JILLIA K. COOK

ARYN M. COPELAND

ASHLEY N. DAILEY

BRANDON S. FORD, JR.

TRENT A. GILMORE

LAUREN M. GROVER

SYDNEY L. HUX

JE’TAYSIA C. JOHNS

JOSIAH M. JOHNSON

ROMAN KIRSCHNER

SHELBI L. LONG

ERIC W. LUNDQUIST

DUSTIN W. LYKINS

EMMA MARKS

KAYLE E. MAST

VANESSA C. MCKEE

ALYSSA M. MCKENZIE

NICHOLAS K. MOORE

ALAUNNA M. NELSON

SARA E. POPE

EMILY T. REID

EMILY S. RINEHART

KAMERON S. RINEHART

JARED W. SHOEMAKER

LAURA L. SWINEHART

KAYLEE R. TOLAND

EMORY N. TRIANCE

KELSEY M. TRUEX

MICHAEL R. VARGO

AARON J. VOLLE

SUMMER E. WILBUR

SAMANTHA R. ZIMMERMAN



The Green Key

The Green Key, Wilmington College’s honor society founded 
in May 1951, was organized to recognize superior scholarship 
by students from Wilmington College in the years following 
accreditation by the North Central Association of Secondary 
Schools and Colleges in 1944.  Dr. Samuel Marble, 12th 
president of Wilmington College, encouraged the founding of 
this society.

Seniors become eligible for Green Key membership upon the 
completion of 90 semester hours with grade-point averages of 
3.50.  Graduates once eligible for membership may be initiated 
at any time.

Current Green Key members are:

GRACE E. BARGER

JENNIFER M. COCHRAN

ARYN M. COPELAND

ASHLEY N. DAILEY

DESIRAE A. LOGSDON

SHELBI L. LONG

CORENNA D. OEDER

JOHN E. SHELL

LAURA L. SWINEHART

SUMMER E. WILBUR
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Inductees for this year are:

BRYAH J. AREHART

RACHEL A. AVERY

TYLER R. BARTON

ASHLEY M. BOONE

HANNAH E. BOWLES

SAMANTHA G. BURCHWELL

TYLER S. BUTCHER

SAVANNAH R. CAMPBELL

JONATHAN T. CLARK

JILLIA K. COOK

JAMES P. COPELAND

HALEY E. DANIELS

KALEY R. DANIELS

HANNAH G. DAVIS

NIKOLAI ROWEN AVERY 

DUNLAP

JENNA K. FAWCETT

MAKENZIE J. FENTRESS

LAYNE T. FREDERICK

SARAH M. GIGANDET

LAUREN M. GROVER

ASHLEIGH D. HARLESS

ELIZA D. HERSHBERGER

ABBY M. HITE

REILLY R. HOPKINS

KATIE HUGHES

JOELLE L. JONES

NICHOLAS A. KELLER

ROMAN KIRSCHNER

JOCELYN M. KUHA

DUSTIN W. LYKINS

JAYME C. MAYNARD

BRANDON W. MCCAMMON

VANESSA C. MCKEE

ALYSSA M. MCKENZIE

CHASE R. MENCHOFER

JOSHUAH S. MILLER

COLIN J. MYERS

EMILY G. MYERS

ALAUNNA M. NELSON

CELESTE E. NYE

GABRIEL NYGARD

JULIO OLIVAREZ

ALISHA M. OSBURN

WILLIAM R. PATRICK

ABBYGAIL G. PITSTICK

BRIANNA N. RANDOLPH

TEIARA J. SALING

KARLEY A. SCHLENSKER

MARION T. SCHNITZLER



30

TORI C. SEARS

TRISHA M. SECKEL

MADELINE G. SHELL

RENEE E. SHERMAN

NICHOLAS A. SILVIS

KELSEY E. SMITH

ASHLEY R. STOCKMASTER

KATELYN R. SUMME

KAYLEE R. TOLAND

HANNAH J.M. WALLS

MCKENZIE L. WALTON

OLIVIA M. WENDEL

JILLIAN H. WESCO

CASSANDRA G. WHITEMAN

ALEXA L. WYANT

CHRISTOPHER R. ZODY

Green Key Inductees (continued)

NOTE: Green Key member names not appearing in this program were 
submitted following the publication deadline.

Senior Award Recipients

In Appreciation for Service as Student Body President          
KAMERON S. RINEHART

SGA Distinguished  Service Award
KAMERON S. RINEHART

WC’s Student Government Association (SGA) serves to represent the student 
body, promote and defend student welfare, maximize student involvement, and 
encourage understanding and respect for the traditions of the College and the 
Society of Friends. Each year the steering committee for the SGA reviews the 
efforts of its members and selects one who embodies the SGA mission and 
has provided outstanding leadership for the SGA and the campus community.
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The Karen Couch Residence Life Award
ALAUNNA M. NELSON

This WC award is named after a former administrative assistant for the 
Housing and Residence Life office. She served the College for over 25 years 
from 1983-2009. Couch was instrumental to the success and expansion of 
College’s Housing and Residence Life program from the early 1980s until 
her retirement, which included the creation of our photo ID system, helping 
add the Village, College Commons and Fife Hall into the possible inventory 
for residential living and by developing the current lottery placement system 
for upper-class students. The recipient of this award is a senior who exhibits 
outstanding leadership and role model skills to residential students while also 
helping to foster a strong educational and social learning environment in their 
residential community.

APB Distinguished Service Award
KELSEY M. TRUEX

WC’s Activities Programming Board (APB) is the overall coordinating body 
for all campus programs and activities. APB’s objective is to develop and 
maintain quality, diversity, and regularity in all student programs and activities, 
and to work in cooperation with all SGA approved student organizations in 
order to better plan, coordinate, and evaluate all campus activities and pro- 
grams. Each year the members of APB select one member to receive the 
outstanding service award. This student is one who not only exemplifies the 
aforementioned qualities, but also goes above and beyond his/her normal 
duties, provides outstanding leadership and enthusiasm to APB and the 
College, while maintaining good academic standing.

Excellence in Community Engagement Award
EMMA MARKS

This WC award is presented to the student who demonstrates significant 
dedication to community service. Criteria for selecting the recipient include 
hours of service, number of different programs represented, significant 
contribution to campus-wide service events, positive role-modeling behavior, 
and efforts to encourage fellow classmates to embrace civic engagement.



Excellence in Wilmington College Honors Program
EMMA MARKS

This WC program is designed to enrich the academic experience of qualified 
students with honors sections of the core courses, interdisciplinary seminars, 
a senior project and various non-credit enrichment activities. Entering 
freshmen on the Wilmington campus who received a high school GPA of 3.3 
or higher and an ACT score of 25 or higher or received a Wilmington Scholars 
Award are invited to participate in this program. Students must maintain a 3.3 
cumulative GPA to remain active in the program during their remaining years at 
Wilmington College.
Teaching Excellence
MICHAEL GOLDCAMP

This WC award is given to a professor whose involvement with teaching 
students to comprehend at a higher level of education goes above and beyond 
the job description.

Van Black Award
PRESIDENT JIM & FIRST LADY SUE REYNOLDS

Van Black served as the director of Residence Life for the 1978-1979 
academic year. He not only worked as director of Residence Life, but as a 
counselor, advisor, and friend to many Wilmington College students. He 
went above and beyond the call of his job description in his involvement with 
students. Thus, because of his many contributions toward better development 
of Wilmington College Students, SGA has decided to dedicate an award in 
his name each year. The award is presented to those who have also shown a 
strong involvement in student affairs, above and beyond the call of their job 
descriptions.
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Robert E. Lucas Leadership Award

BRANDON FORD

The Robert E. Lucas Leadership Award is named after the 15th 
president of Wilmington College in recognition of his leadership 
at the College and in the community. The award was first 
given in 1982. The leadership role of the individual chosen for 
recognition is not necessarily one in which he or she holds a 
traditional office. Rather, this award’s purpose is to recognize 
a graduating senior who is respected by the entire college 
community, has a dynamic and optimistic personality, and who 
has made a significant contribution to the campus.
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The following remarks were submitted by Jim Reynolds:

Good Afternoon!  Before presenting the Lucas Award, I want 
to congratulate all the students being recognized today. The 
way in which you each have made the most of your experience 
at Wilmington College inspires and motivates all of us and 
reinforces our belief in the transforming power of a Wilmington 
education. I can honestly say that we are all proud of what 
you’ve accomplished here and are grateful for your time on 
campus.

I also want to take a moment and recognize the role that your 
parents, guardians, family and other loved ones have played in 
your success. It’s appropriate for us to acknowledge their love 
and support, and to offer our congratulations to them for a job 
well done. Thank you to all of you!

I also want to express my deep regret that we can’t be together 
on campus today to celebrate your accomplishments. These are 
unprecedented times in which we live, and I hope that you and 
your loved ones are all safe and well. I can speak for the entire 
campus and tell you that we miss you and wish only the best for 
each of you as you continue into your very bright futures.
Each year, we are privileged to honor a student or students by 
awarding them the highest recognition the College can offer, 
the Robert E. Lucas Award. The Award is named after the 15th 
president of Wilmington College in recognition of his leadership 
at the College and in the community.

It is important to note that Dr. Lucas graduated from Wilmington 
College and was born and raised in Blanchester, right here in 
Clinton County. Because of this local connection, Dr. Lucas 
devoted a considerable amount of energy to community issues, 
and did much to strengthen the relationship between the town 
and the College during the early 1970’s. He also was a driving 
force behind the creation of Leadership Clinton County, a 
program that continues today.

The purpose of the Lucas Award is to recognize a graduating 
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senior who is respected by the entire college community, has 
a dynamic and optimistic   personality, and who has made 
a significant contribution to the campus. This year, we are 
privileged to honor a student who exemplifies exactly those 
characteristics. This student has literally done it all during their 
years on campus. It hasn’t been easy for this student but over 
their time here they have developed into the type of person that 
we all would want as a colleague, or as a friend.
Typically, at this point in the introduction, I would spend 
a few minutes recapping the academic and co-curricular 
accomplishments of the Lucas Award winner. It would be easy 
to do that again today and I could spend several minutes regaling 
you with snippets from this student’s extensive and impressive 
resume.

But, reading from a list of accomplishments for this student 
diminishes the impact they have had on campus. I have been the 
beneficiary of watching this student grow and mature over the 
past four years and each interaction I have had with him. has 
inspired me to be better at my job because he deserves my very 
best.

I remember his first year on campus - he was engaged from 
the beginning and had a passion for our College. He was and is 
incredibly optimistic, a strong leader by word and deed, and he 
adds a lot of value to the many things with which he is involved. 
He loves this College and has made the very most of his time 
here. I can only speak for myself and tell you that he has made a 
genuine difference in my life and selfishly, if I could, I’d make it 
so he couldn’t graduate, and I would take him with me to Illinois. 
Erika and Cole have told me I can’t do that but don’t think I 
haven’t thought about it.

Each year, we honor students with the Lucas Award because 
they have made our lives so much richer by being here.  This 
year, we really got it right.

It’s my great pleasure to announce Brandon Ford as the recipient 
of the 2020 Robert E. Lucas Leadership Award!




