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My first wife, Edie Webster Shugarts and I met 
at Wilmington College in 1964.  I was a “work-
study” student from Swarthmore, PA.  Edie was 
from West Lafayette, IN.  She was the daughter of 
two Philadelphia Quakers, both birthright Quakers, 
one from each branch, Hicksite & Orthodox. Edie 
and I were both attending the summer session that 
year and met one day after my work at the Randall 
Company.  I ran a punch-press as did many WC 
students.  A high school classmate of mine from 
Swarthmore, Bobbie Wood, knew Edie from Quaker 
circles and asked Edie if she had met a guy named 
“Bill Shugarts” yet?

That meeting then led to Edie and I talking for hours and hours over 
several days, then going to various events together and starting 
to date.  In my case, she was my first love as a young 18-year-
old. We then started to study together in the library and serving 
in various organized groups that were available to the students in 
the 1960s.  Edie was an officer in the Student Senate, a residence 
hall counselor and became President of AWS-Associate Woman’s 
Students.  I was active in AMS-Associated Men’s Students 
(eventually becoming president), worked in the Student Union’s 
kitchen as a dishwasher, on the Honor System Committee and was 
residence hall counselor as well.  Both of us also worked on the 
building and dedication of Hermann Court.  

Edie and I were “a WC couple.”



RETURN TO SITE

One spring afternoon, we were walking around College Hall and 
came upon the large rock.  Edie called it “kissing rock.”  She said 
the WC legend was that, if we kissed in front of this large boulder, 
we would be together for life.  So, we did, and, in our case, it 
worked! Edie and I were married 36 years, raised two children 
and enjoyed a full life together moving around the country via 
my corporate jobs after service in the U.S. Army in Vietnam.  We 
always had fond memories of Wilmington College from our years 
in 1963 to 1967.  It was a great place to try out various groups, 
gain leadership experience and 
serve, which became a foundation 
for us and our family.  So, you 
never know, but I/we believe the 
“Legend of Kissing Rock” is true! 

 

POSTSCRIPT:  Edie Shugarts died Dec. 18, 2003, of a very rare 
cancer with family and our first grandchild around her.  Bill Shugarts 
then remarried in 2006 Margene Sims, who lost her first husband, 
John, within days of Edie’s death.  Bill & Margene have four children 
and seven grandchildren now between them and live in Virginia.
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