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My Wilmington College story began in the 
fall of 1959. My parents couldn’t afford to 
send me to college, so I selected Wilmington 
and the work-study program. Upon arrival, 
there was an announcement that they needed 
photographers for the Annual. I had a Brownie 
camera so I volunteered. I was shown a large 
Speed Graphic Camera, which I learned to use. 
My freshman year became a year of learning 
new skills taking pictures around campus plus 
in my classes and at work. The following year, I 
was asked to serve as editor of the Wilmington 
College Annual. In March of 1961, Wilmington 
inaugurated Dr. James Reed as president 
and presented Yul Brynner with an honorary 
degree. I served as the media receptionist for 
the event as well as the photographer for The 
Annual. As the crowds were gathering, a young 
man walked up to me ask if I was the College 
photographer. “Yes, may I help you” I replied. 
He introduced himself as the reporter from 
channel 2 in Dayton. I welcomed him and gave 
him a brief overview of the ceremony. I moved 
into Boyd Auditorium and took a seat in front 
section reserved for the press. The reporter 
took a seat next to me. Before the ceremony, 
he leaned over and said the low lighting 
wouldn’t permit the tiny focusing window on 
his camera to focus. Could I give him the distance measurements from my camera to help him focus his 
camera? After the ceremony was over, he said goodbye and thanked me for the help.



The next week, I was called downstairs in my dorm for a visitor. 
The reporter had returned to campus and, by asking around, found 
out that my last name was Cramer and I lived in Twin Oaks, so he 
came to visit. After a few minutes of introductions, we toured the 
campus and talked. Two weeks later Joe (the reporter) and I went on 
our first date. A little over one year later, on May 4, 1962 we were 
married. During my senior year, I took a break from College classes 
on campus as we were expecting our first daughter. I continued 
class work from home as time allowed and graduated in December 
1968. Because I was the first in my family to attend college, my 
parents wanted to see me walk at graduation. I walked with the 
class of 1969. We have three daughters, and seven grandchildren. 
We celebrated our 57th anniversary this past May. I received an 
education that I loved at Wilmington and used for 45 years as a 
teacher and director of Enon United Methodist Preschool. I also 
found the love of my life, and I’m still volunteering and using a 
camera. I was honored in September 2019 to receive the John 
Fraizer Award for Distinguished Volunteer Service. My Wilmington 
College story is how three and a half years at Wilmington College 
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