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M1: Hiroshima’s Shadows  

Tanya Maus, TR 2:40-4:10  

“Hiroshima’s Shadows” is a global seminar course in which students will explore the 

Japanese historical experience of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 

Japan. Through various mediums such as historical texts, first-hand accounts, literature, 

art, and film we will consider the human toll of the first and only use of nuclear weapons 

on a civilian population. By acquiring greater awareness of the atomic bombings, you will 

also be asked to reflect upon the issue of personal political responsibility to government 

policy both within Japan and in the United States at the time of the atomic bombings and 

in our present political climate. 

 

M2: The Middle East 

Marlaina Leppert-Wahl, M 6-9 pm  

This particular course examines the Middle East.  Students will be introduced to the 

Jews, Arabs, Kurds, and Persians of this region.  They will learn about the religious and 

cultural traditions of these peoples and the significant political and social issues of the 

Middle East. Attention will be given to US involvement in the region, the impact of Middle 

Eastern issues on Americans, and American reactions in the post-9/11 world. 

 

M3: Utopia 

Anne Daniels, TR 11:20-12:50 

The “Utopia” section of GL425 will trace how humans from around the globe have 

created ideal imaginary worlds from ancient times to the present. World builders express 

their most deeply held values and priorities in the utopias they create. As we study 

utopias past and present, we will gain insight into the major ideologies that have 

influenced political, economic, and social relations between people. We will also seek to 

more consciously identify our own values that guide our actions and life choices.  

By the end of the semester, students will:  

 reflect more critically on the ideological bases of contemporary society;  

 better understand how ideas travel across borders and across time;  

 be more aware of their own values, preconceptions, and beliefs;  

 be able to clearly express their own personal utopia.  

 

M4: Democracy 

Evan Farr, R 6-9 pm 

Our class will explore global issues through the lens of the related concepts of 

democracy and dissent. Over the course of the term, we will explore the ways in which 

democracy both demands and repels dissent. Readings will focus on both the theory and 

practice of democracy and dissent, with earlier reading focusing on abstract philosophy 



2 
 

and later readings focusing on both political and artistic applications in Latin America, the 

Middle East, and elsewhere. 

In addition to regular papers and a substantial final testimonial/reflection, you will be 

asked to independently join and/or track a dissenting movement. This might be a group 

you are already affiliated with, but it can also be a movement you are interested in 

learning more about. This project can largely be completed through social media, but you 

will be asked to physically attend at least one event that relates to the movement you 

select. This could be a rally, a march, a lecture, a film showing, a public forum, or any 

other range of events. 

 

M5: Israel & Palestine 

Michael Snarr, TR 11:20-12:50 

This section of GL425 will focus on the conflict between Israel and Palestine. This 

complex conflict revolves around land and religion and has local, regional, and 

international implications. Many scholars and policymakers believe the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict is at the heart of the contemporary struggles in the Middle East.  

 

M6:  Travel Class, England & Scotland (Historic and Current Global 

Topics) (students enrolled on trip only) 

Jim Fitzsimmons, Angela Mitchell, T 6-9 pm  

The United Kingdom has had, and continues to have, wide-reaching influence in both 

war-making and peace-making both in Europe and globally. Students in this class will 

learn about the history, culture, geography, art, mythology, and education systems of 

England and Scotland (both past and present) and their combined influences on war and 

peace. Students will examine these topics both in the classroom as well as during a 

travel-abroad portion of the class during spring break. We will travel to London, England, 

and Edinburgh, Scotland, to immerse ourselves in a first-hand global experience of what 

we have been learning about in the classroom. The cost of the travel portion of the class 

is approximately $3000. 

 

M7:  Travel Class, London, Paris & Rome (students enrolled on trip only) 

Marta Wilkinson 

This is the companion course for those traveling to London, Paris, Florence & Rome 

during spring break. The goal of this course is to prepare you not only for some of the 

ins-and-outs of international travel, but to inform you about the sights and locales that 

we will be visiting. Our weekly schedule will isolate each of the locations and sites on the 

trip itinerary. You will learn some of the history of each city and its most significant 

historical moments. This history will be complements with highlight the cultural 

contributions of each country with excerpts of its most important literary works, films 

that memorize the significant minds that have contributed to western culture. Students 
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will also choose independent readings selected to bridge the gap between some of the 

more ancient history of each place, the global transition that came of two world wars, 

and ask students to reflect on the relationship between those events and our world 

today.  

M8: Ireland 

Kendra Cipollini, T 6-9pm  
Students will learn about the history and cultural backdrop of Ireland, including sustainability 

and environmental issues, prior to travelling to Ireland over spring break. Students will 

develop and implement a comparative research project of their choice. Students will keep a 

field journal during the travel experience, critically analyzing differences between Ireland 

and the US in terms of culture, environment, and sustainability, as well as collecting 

information for their research project. A final research paper will summarize their research, 

as well as reflect on the role of the student as a global citizen. 

 


