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M1: Japan: Politics, Sports & Religion 

Ron Rembert, MWF 11:30-12:30 

Imagine you are “emperor for life,” a symbol of the state and unity of your people, 

pondering retirement. Imagine a national debate over whether to reestablish a military 

force in your country after seventy years without it. Imagine professional baseball players 

viewing themselves as samurai warriors on the field and Buddhist monks off the field. 

Imagine the United States incarcerating 120,000 of its own citizens in internment camps 

during World War II.  Imagine Wilmington College as the location for an impressive 

collection of materials related to the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki during World 

War II. Imagine American Quakers bringing bomb victims from Hiroshima to the United 

States for major reconstructive surgery after the war.  Let your imagination draw you into 

consideration and information about these matters—and more—in this GL425 class 

focusing on Japan: Politics, Sports and Religion.     

 

M2 : The Middle East 

Marlaina Leppert-Wahl, W 6-9 pm 

This particular course examines the Middle East.  Students will be introduced to the 

Jews, Arabs, Kurds, and Persians of this region.  They will learn about the religious and 

cultural traditions of these peoples and the significant political and social issues of the 

Middle East. Attention will be given to US involvement in the region, the impact of Middle 

Eastern issues on Americans, and American reactions in the post-9/11 world. 

 

M3: American Indians of the Western US 

Steve Szeghi, M 6-9 pm 

Using the tools of Indigenous literature, dance, art, history, and spiritual traditions 

students will explore the comparative contrasts and similarities between Puebloan 

Indians on the one hand and neighboring indigenous groups on the other.  The 

neighboring groups will include the Dine, the Apache, and the Pai.  These tribal cultures, 

while surrounded by the dominant mainstream culture of Euro-America, are islands of 

resilience and resistance providing lessons in the art of cultural survival.  American 

Indians of the Western States see themselves as sovereign nations in what is a very 

complicated legal arrangement with the US government.  Over the centuries since the 

European conquest, indigenous culture, always dynamic, has been under constant 

assault, adapting yet surviving. 

 

In addition to drawing the comparison between differing indigenous groups in the West, 

this course will stress their similarities in marked contradistinction to the surrounding 

Euro-American culture.  All of these indigenous cultures have been assaulted and 
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deliberately suppressed through assimilation and termination.  Yet these cultures 

discovered ways to take what they wanted from Anglo and Mexican culture, transforming 

what they found useful, to fit traditional values and sacred concepts. In so doing they 

have endured.   Stepping onto an Indian Nation or entering the world of Indian literature, 

art, or dance, will place the sojourner somewhere she has not been before.  Western 

Civilization’s conceptions of duality, of abstraction, of time, of relationship of land, of 

self, of others, of self to others, and of self to land are quite alien to the native mindset.  

This course will challenge the student to at least temporally set aside Euro-American 

forms of these conceptions in order to enter and explore an alternative realm of 

experience, conceptualization, and understanding. 

 

M4: Israel & Palestine 

Michael Snarr, TR 9:40 – 11:10 

This section of GL425 will focus on the conflict between Israel and Palestine. This 

complex conflict revolves around land and religion and has local, regional, and 

international implications. Many scholars and policymakers believe the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict is at the heart of the contemporary struggles in the Middle East.  

 

M5: Camelot, Queens and Housewives 

Wynn Alexander, MWF 9:10-10:10 

This is a senior-level, global and interdisciplinary course designed to build upon and 

conclude the global emphasis in the curriculum at Wilmington College.  Camelot, Queens 

and Housewives of… will explore the multi-faceted effects that consumerism has on the 

global family.   How each of us contributes to consumerism can ultimately lead to 

poverty, the rise in the cost of health care, inequality, discrimination and is defining a new 

era of multi-generational households. The tools for the study of this “cultural phenom” 

will be films, documentaries, history, current news articles and your thoughtful written 

responses with questions. Underpinning the study of Camelot, Queens and Housewives 

will be the on-going discussion of the issues of social inequalities, poverty, gender, race, 

power and resistance.  We will examine the consumer’s role in Global empowerment and 

Global decline.  

 

GL425-H: Globalization (limited to honors students only) 

Audrey Wagstaff, W 6-9 pm 

This course will examine the notion of globalization and its complexities, and how 

globalization fosters the “interconnectedness” of seemingly distant societies and 

cultures. Through this semester-long journey, students will develop an understanding of 

this “contested concept,” and its various dimensions and influences, including  political, 

social, economic, cultural, ideological, and ecological. A major portion of this course will 

involve students choosing a global issue (e.g., global warming, hunger, media use, 
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poverty, immigration) of interest, investigating it through a lens of globalization, and 

presenting their findings and recommendations to their classmates.  

 Each student will gain a better understanding of the complex factors 

(political/economic/social/religious) that contribute to globalization.  

 Each student will develop a better understanding of the role that the United 

States and United States citizens play in globalization. 

 Each student will begin to appreciate life in the “two-thirds” world; and with this 

new perspective begin a conscious reflection on the role of citizenship in the “first 

world.” 

 Each student will choose a global issue of interest, and will be able to apply 

various globalization themes to their inquiry, resulting in a plan for addressing the 

issue.  
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M1: Sustainability  

Doug Burks, MWF 8:00-9:00 

In 1981, Lester Brown, described a sustainable society as “one that is able to satisfy its 

needs without diminishing the chance of future generations.” (Brown, 1982).  There is a 

continuing debate if our modern world is sustainable.  Sustainability is more than climate 

change and the environment.  Most consider that environmental, social and economic 

conditions contribute to sustainability.  A classic model of what leads to a sustainable 

society is a Venn diagram showing the interaction amongst the three major factors 

(Figure 1). 

 
Figure 1.  Venn diagram of sustainable development: at the confluence of three constituent parts. 

From (Adams, 2006) 

 

This course explores the current state of sustainability in the U.S. and in the world and 

what steps we need to take to build a more sustainable future. 
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M2 : The Middle East 

Marlaina Leppert-Wahl, M 6-9 pm  

This particular course examines the Middle East.  Students will be introduced to the 

Jews, Arabs, Kurds, and Persians of this region.  They will learn about the religious and 

cultural traditions of these peoples and the significant political and social issues of the 

Middle East. Attention will be given to US involvement in the region, the impact of Middle 

Eastern issues on Americans, and American reactions in the post-9/11 world. 
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M3: Fakes, Follies & Forgeries: Great Mishaps in World Art  

Hal Shunk, MWF 11:30-12:30   

GL 425 is an international, senior level interdisciplinary course created as a capstone 

effort designed to conclude the Global emphasis in the curriculum.  This particular 

section, “Fakes, Follies & Forgeries: Great Mishaps in World Art,” will examine how 

artwork impacts the culture, history and religion of those countries who treasure the art.  

Why do we have so-called “national treasures” and what do they mean to our society? 

We will look at art forgeries, art thefts, and museum security.  Most importantly we will 

ask why.  Why fake the art?  Why steal the art? And why put so much time, effort and 

money into recovering an object of art. Through text and film we will see actual art heists 

and follow the efforts of those bent on recovery. The student will come away with a 

better understanding of why art is important and often essential to our global 

community. 

 

M4: Democracy 

Evan Farr, R 6-9 pm 

Our class will explore global issues through the lens of the related concepts of 

democracy and dissent. Over the course of the term, we will explore the ways in which 

democracy both demands and repels dissent. Readings will focus on both the theory and 

practice of democracy and dissent, with earlier reading focusing on abstract philosophy 

and later readings focusing on both political and artistic applications in Latin America, the 

Middle East, and elsewhere. 

In addition to regular papers and a substantial final testimonial/reflection, you will be 

asked to independently join and/or track a dissenting movement. This might be a group 

you are already affiliated with, but it can also be a movement you are interested in 

learning more about. This project can largely be completed through social media, but you 

will be asked to physically attend at least one event that relates to the movement you 

select. This could be a rally, a march, a lecture, a film showing, a public forum, or any 

other range of events. 

 

M5: Utopia 

Anne Daniels, TR 11:20-12:50 

The “Utopia” section of GL425 will trace how humans from around the globe have 

created ideal imaginary worlds from ancient times to the present. World builders express 

their most deeply held values and priorities in the utopias they create. As we study 

utopias past and present, we will gain insight into the major ideologies that have 

influenced political, economic, and social relations between people. We will also seek to 

more consciously identify our own values that guide our actions and life choices.  

By the end of the semester, students will:  

 reflect more critically on the ideological bases of contemporary society;  
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 better understand how ideas travel across borders and across time;  

 be more aware of their own values, preconceptions, and beliefs;  

 be able to clearly express their own personal utopia.  

 

M6 : Avatar and Indigenous Spiritualities  

Stephen Potthoff, MWF 11:30-12:30 

As reflected in the tremendous popularity of the movie Avatar, native (indigenous) 

spiritual traditions have much to teach us about living in more harmonious, balanced 

relationship with ourselves, our ancestors, and the natural, living world as a whole.  Sites 

such as Serpent Mound and Fort Ancient so close to Wilmington College remind us that 

we all live on lands formally inhabited by native (indigenous) peoples of this continent.  

This course introduces students to some of the major indigenous religious traditions of 

the world, including not just indigenous religions of the US, but also the spiritual 

traditions of Mayan and Aztec, ancient Celtic, and African cultures.  Despite concerted 

attempts to exterminate them, indigenous religious systems have not only survived, but 

flourished as native peoples have sought to reshape and revitalize the traditions of their 

ancestors in a diverse array of contemporary forms and expressions.  As diverse as these 

traditions are, native religious traditions also share much in common in their 

understanding of time, space, relationship to the earth, art, and ritual.   

 

M7: Travel Class, Paris & Amsterdam  (students enrolled on trip only) 

Jim Fitzsimmons, Angela Mitchell, Steven Stovall,  T 6-9 pm 

This course will explore the following: 

 the culture and history of France and the Netherlands and their effects both 

locally and globally 

 the role of France and the Netherlands both locally and globally 

 the differences and similarities between France and the Netherlands and the 

United States, especially as these relate to student experiences at home and 

abroad 

 the roles of students in the global community as understood through the 

knowledge gained of a different culture 

 the ways in which students can make a positive impact on the world through their 

gained knowledge and understanding of global awareness 

 


