
 

 

 

 

 

GL425: The Junior/Senior Global Seminar 

Spring 2016 

Topic Descriptions 

 
The Global Education program hopes these descriptions help you decide which 

GL425 topic best meets your learning goals and appeals to your interests. 

 

 If you have any questions, please feel free to contact your academic advisor, the 

GL425 instructors, or Charlotte Fairlie, Director of Global Education 

(charlotte_fairlie@wilmington.edu). 

 

This is designed as a supplement to the Catalog and the Schedule of Courses.  As 

you register this fall, be sure to consult those publications to check general 

education requirements, major requirements, prerequisites, changes to the 

schedule, and other important information. 
 

 



 

 

GL425 M1 Junior/Senior Global Seminar: Fakes, Forgeries, and Follies in Art 

Hal Shunk 
International art and artists lead strange and unusual lives. This course will examine how art is 

made, what makes art valuable and how some of the smartest minds in the business could be 

suckered by deals that ultimately proved too good to be true. Through book and video we will 

steal masterpieces, forge world renowned paintings and learn of the quirks associated with odd-

ball artists. Students will take virtual tours of world museums, see the studios of art forgers and 

get a close-up look at fake masterpieces. We will also learn of the serious side of stealing and 

forging art, its consequences and penalties. This course should spark an interest toward global 

art, real or not, and the artists who created it.   

 

 

GL425 M2 Junior/Senior Global Seminar: Building a Sustainable World in an Era of 

Uncertainty 

Doug Burks 
Sustainable development and sustainability are terms that are bandied about as critical issues 

facing our society today. In this class students will explore just what is meant by these 

ideas.  Students will investigate our current global condition in terms of climate and climate 

change, population growth, economic development, agricultural production and wealth 

distribution.  From that students will begin to look at what we need to do to face our future and 

to build a sustainable world for future generations. The goal will be for each student to build a 

vision of what they can do as an individual to be a responsible world citizen in actions that they 

can take on their own.  Students will also formulate an idea of what they want their government 

to do. 

 

 

GL425 M3 Junior/Senior Global Seminar: Israel and Palestine Conflict 

Michael Snarr 

Students will explore the historical background of the conflict between the Jewish and 

Palestinian people, with special focus on current realities and issues facing Israeli’s and 

Palestinians. Attention will also be given to current approaches to resolving the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. 

 

 

GL425 M4 Junior/Senior Global Seminar: Ecological Sustainability 

Kendra Cipollini 
When ecological conditions deteriorate, human populations can suffer.  This course will examine 

how human societies have been influenced by infectious diseases and by overuse of natural 

resources. We will examine historical outbreaks of diseases as well as entire collapses of society 

due to poor management of natural resources.  A solution to these negative effects is the 

sustainable use of our resources, including energy resources. Europe and Germany in particular 

are currently leading the way when it comes to sustainability and will be used as models of 

sustainability. These countries are using solar, wind, hydro and biomass resources in sustainable 

ways within a modern context. An optional field trip will explore sustainability efforts found 



juxtaposed against the stunning backdrop of medieval cities and majestic mountains. Students 

will explore issues from individual lifestyle choices to urban planning and design that can be 

used to lead the world into a sustainable future, all whilst being immersed in the rich cultures and 

traditions of Germany, France and Switzerland. 

  

 

GL425 M5 Junior/Senior Global Seminar: Sweetness and Power: Environmental History 

Luis Sierra 

This course examines how diverse peoples have historically conceived of, lived with, utilized, 

and transformed the environment in Latin America. It also examines how the natural world 

helped shape human history. This course provides us a unique framework to study the past and a 

better way to understand our present. It is explicitly interdisciplinary; it uses science, politics, 

sociology, environmental studies, and journalism to understand the changing nature of human-

environment relations. The course examines indigenous societies’ use of the natural 

environment. We will then explore how the arrival of Europeans in the New World transformed 

ideas about nature and the environment of the Americas. The class analyzes the effect of 

Enlightenment thinking and the evolving natural sciences on nineteenth century nation-building 

projects, and the impact of the post-1870 capitalist commodities boom and extraction of natural 

resources in Latin America. The course concludes with an examination of contemporary issues 

of conservation and debates regarding environmental justice. 

 

 

GL425 M6 Junior/Senior Global Seminar: Indigenous Spirituality 

Stephen Potthoff 

As reflected in the tremendous popularity of the movie Avatar, native (indigenous) spiritual 

traditions have much to teach us about living in more harmonious, balanced relationship with 

ourselves, our ancestors, and the natural, living world as a whole. Sites such as Serpent Mound 

and Fort Ancient so close to Wilmington College remind us that we all live on lands formally 

inhabited by native (indigenous) peoples of this continent. This course introduces students to 

some of the major indigenous religious traditions of the world, including not just indigenous 

religions of the US, but also the spiritual traditions of Mayan and Aztec, ancient Celtic, and 

African cultures. Despite concerted attempts to exterminate them, indigenous religious systems 

have not only survived, but flourished as native peoples have sought to reshape and revitalize the 

traditions of their ancestors in a diverse array of contemporary forms and expressions. As diverse 

as these traditions are, native religious traditions also share much in common in their 

understanding of time, space, relationship to the earth, art, and ritual. 

 

 

GL425 M7 Junior/Senior Global Seminar: 

Hank Stewart 
This class will explore the concept of disability--and the treatment of disabled persons--around 

the world, particularly in the context of advocacy and accessibility concerns as presented in 

various forms of life writing. 

 

 

 



GL425 M8 Junior/Senior Global Seminar: English Agriculture 

Tom Stilwell 

This class will review farming and agricultural business systems in SW England.  We will cover 

current and past farming practices and how they have been affected by political, economic, 

natural and historic factors.  The class includes intensive study of different facets of British life 

and agriculture.  This course includes a field experience starting in March 2016 lasting for about 

9 days during spring break.  After the field experience, we will be concerned with presentation of 

observations and comparison of British and US agricultural practices.  Estimated expense for the 

field experience is about US$ 2200. 

 

 

GL425 M9 Junior/Senior Global Seminar: Rome in War and Peace, Past and Present 

Jim Fitzsimmons and Angela Mitchell 

Rome and the Vatican City have had, and continue to have, wide-reaching influence in both war-

making and peace-making both in Europe and globally. Students in this class will learn about the 

history, culture, geography, art, mythology, and education systems of Italy both past and present 

and their combined influences on war and peace. Students will examine these topics both in the 

classroom as well as during a travel-abroad portion of the class during spring break when we will 

travel to Rome, the Vatican City, Florence, and Pisa (with an optional extension to Pompeii, 

Sorrento, and the Isle of Capri) to immerse ourselves in a first-hand global experience of what 

we have been talking about in the classroom. The cost of the travel portion of the class is 

approximately $3000. 

 

 


