
Working for Freedom: The Life of Levi Coffin 
 

Quaker Genealogy & History Conference 
At Cincinnati Friends Meeting 

8075 Keller Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Saturday, April 18, 2015 

 
—PROGRAM— 

 
8:30 to 9 a.m.: Registration and Coffee 
 
9 to 11:30 a.m.: The Life and Times of Levi Coffin with Dr. Tim Wood (Associate Professor of History, South-
west Baptist University), Janice McGuire (President, Levi Coffin House Association), Donne Hayden (Minister 
and Public Friend, Cincinnati Friends Meeting), and Sabrina Darnowsky (Independent Researcher, Cincinnati 
Friends Meeting) 
 

How did Levi Coffin come to be known as the “President of the Underground Railroad”?  Where does 
Levi Coffin’s story fit in the bigger picture of the abolition/anti-slavery/Underground Railroad move-
ment?  What exactly did he do in the years when he was living and working in Cincinnati and Indiana?  
This session will answer these and other questions, as well as giving the audience a sneak peek at the 
upcoming documentary about the history of Cincinnati Friends Meeting. 
 

11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.: Lunch  
 

Enjoy a delicious boxed lunch catered by Venice on Vine!  Lunches include your choice of sandwich 
(ham & Swiss, turkey & cheddar, or vegetable & hummus), fruit, chips, cookies, and a beverage. 

 
12:30 to 1:45 p.m.: How Do We Know What We Know? with Rich Cooper (Network to Freedom Coordinator, 
National Underground Railroad Freedom Center), Janice McGuire (President, Levi Coffin House Association), 
Waynesville Network to Freedom Committee Member, and Joyce Coleman (Genealogy Librarian at The John 
Parker Library, National Underground Railroad Freedom Center) 
 

How do modern-day researchers get beyond, “My grandma told me there was a tunnel in our base-
ment?”  Panelists will share their experience researching and gathering the types of evidence used by 
organizations like the National Park Service for the Network to Freedom application and the Levi 
Coffin House to turn “legend” into “history.” 

 
2 to 3:30 p.m.: Connections to Today with Mariah Long and Caleb Benadum, Program Managers for End Slav-
ery Now, a program of the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center 
 

The true value of history is being able to apply the lessons learned in the past to the world around us 
today.  Brooke Hathaway will help us connect the historic anti-slavery movement with the issue of 
contemporary slavery, and gain an understanding for the anti-slavery work being done around the 
world – and here in the US – today. 

 
 
 



 
—REGISTRATION— 

 
$35—conference sessions AND lunch 

Registration Deadline: Wednesday, April 15 
 

To register and pay on-line, visit www.cincinnatifriends.org 
To register and pay by phone, call 937/481-2456 

 
—PUBLICATIONS— 

 
Friends Past and Present: The Bicentennial History of Cincinnati Friends Meeting (1815-2015) by Sabrina Dar-
nowsky (selling for $18.15) 
 
A variety of booklets and presentations published in conjunction with the Quaker Genealogy & History Con-
ference will be available for sale throughout the conference.  Proceeds from the sale of these items go to sup-
port the conference. 
 
 

—THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORT- ERS— 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

—ABOUT THE CONFERENCE LOCATION— 
 

As part of our 200-year anniversary celebration, Cincinnati Friends Meeting (Quakers) is pleased to host a con-
ference focusing on Levi Coffin, "President of the Underground Railroad”—perhaps the most famous person 
ever to be a member of Cincinnati Friends Meeting.  Levi Coffin, his wife, Catherine, and other Anti-Slavery 
Friends worked to advance the cause of freedom before and after the Civil War.  In their dedication and faith-
fulness, they exemplify the highest expression of Quaker thought and practice.  

 
—FOR MORE INFORMATION— 

 
Quaker Heritage Center of Wilmington College 

qhc@wilmington.edu—937/481-2456 


